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AN increafing demand pre 


oving 
the continuance of that attention Ml 
; with which the public honoured | 
| the two former editions of this "Mi 
"Treatiſe, I have been encouraged 2 
do print a third. And in order 
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to render it in ſome degree more 


2 of the patronage the for- 
mer ones have received, 1 have 
not only endeavoured to make it 
more perfect by the addition of 


ſeveral important caſes, and an 
index to the whole: but have 


added a paper on the prevention 


and cure of cancers, which, it is 


apprehended, contains an im- 


provement in practice of the ut- 
moſt importance to the art. Theſe 
additions, it is hoped, will com- 
penſate the delay which the want 


of more pore has occafioned. 


I muſt plead the ſame excuſe for 
the many inaccuracies. and defi- 
ciencies, that 1 am ſenſible. ſil 
remain, and for the want of me- 

thod in the whole ; the daily du 
ties of my profeſſion not allowing 


me to devote any conſiderable 
portion of time to the ſubject at 
once. Could more leiſure have 
been commanded, I ſhould have 
certainly entered more fully into 
the conſideration of the origin 
and nature of cancer, and the 
queſtion how far it is OR 
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I conTiNus to be favoured 
with numerous letters from dif- 
ferent parts of the kingdom, from 
which I have the ſatisfaction to 


learn, that the method of operat- 


ing 1 have recommended, has been 
conſtantly gaining ground, from 
the great ſucceſs that has attended 


; it. hs, 


Fou the further experience 


-of five years, fince the publication | 
'of the ſecond adidas; I am now 
fully convinced, that the diſeaſe 
is much deſs liable to return, 
when 


when the parts have been united 


by the firſt intention, than when 
the operation has been performed 
in the old way; in which the 


whole breaſt was frequently ſwept 


off, with too little regard to the 


ſufferings of the patients, and 
none at all to the preſervation of 


7 


Mas. SHARP, whom I had ne- 


ver | met, being, at the particu- 


lar requeſt of the patient's rela- 


tions, preſent, when I removed a 


cancerous breaſt, was pleaſed to 


tay, 
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ſay, that he regarded the improve- 
ment I had introduced, in the 


* 


operation, as the greateſt that had 


been made in the practice of ſur- 
gery theſe fifty years. The uni- 
verſally acknowledged abilities of 
this eminent ſurgeon ſtamp a, va- 


* 


lue upon his teſtimony, 


Ix the preface to the ſecond 
edition, it is mentioned that I 


had operated in the new method 
on three patients, in each of 
whom the diſeaſe had returned 
ſome months after the operation 


. 


xiii 
had been performed in the old 
way, by the moſt eminent ſur- 


geons in London; and that the 


parts united and ſpeedily healed: 
I have now the ſatisfaction to add, 
that they all continue well, and 
without the leaſt appearance of a 
return of the diſeaſe. | 
By the important caſes added 
to this edition, it is ſill more 
fully proved, that the practice of 
keeping the wound open, as a 


drain, to carry acrimony, morbid, 


or cancerous matter, out of the 


N | 112 con- 


( av 
conſtitution, ' having no other 
foundation than a groundleſs the- 


ory, unſupported by facts, ſhould 


in every c caſe give way to the ſim- 


ple rational method I have de- 


ſoribed, which time and very ex- 
tenſive experience have proved to 


be deſerving of more than I have 


laid in it's favour. 


Iv muſt be ſubmitted to the 


unerring judgement of time and 


experience, how far that grand 


cure of cancerous complaints, 


without 


deſideratum, the prevention and 


( * 
without operating, has been diſk 
covered, in the method ſet forth 
in the paper, firſt publiſhed. in 
the ſecond volume of the Memoixs 
of the Medical Soviety of Lon- 


/ 


don d 


WraTt VER may be the event, 
1 can with the ſtricteſt truth 
declare, that I wiſh it no better 
ſucceſs, than it ſhall, on a fair 
trial, be found to merit, and ſhall 
be extremely happy, to ſee it, by 
the aid of ſuperior abilities, fur- 
ther improved, or perfected that 
f ſo 
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Th ERE. is no diſeaſe to which hu- 
man nature is ſubje&, confeſſedly, more 
beyond the reach of internal medicines, or 


more juſtly intitled to be termed opprobrium. . 


medicorum, than that dreadful complaint, a 

Cancer. Every thing hitherto attempted, 
by the moſt eminent Phyſicians of all 
countries, has been found ineffectual; ſo 
that the liberal, candid, and boſt informed 
part of the profeſſion, readily acknowledge, 
they know nothing within the extenſive 
ö e 


— 


= 
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bounds of medicine, any way to be relied 
on to effect a cure. Of this candid con- 
feſſion, illiterate Quacks and bold Empi- 
rics have ever been ready to take advan- 
tage; theſe by ſpecious promiſes have in- 
duced many unwary ſufferers to have re- 
courſe to them, whom they inſenſibly in- 
tice with the hopes of a radical cure, tel- 
ling them it requires ime, during which 
time however they only protract the diſ- 
eaſe, often torturing the patient with cauſ- 
ties or eſcharotics, till matters become ſo 
deſperate, that little or no hope can be en- 
tertained even from the operation, which, | 
had it been performed ſoon enough, might 
have proved effectual. Their patients, 
then, too late, are convinced of their error, 
- when reſignation to their approaching fate 
is the principal alleviation their ſufferings 
admit of. 


Tux idea that cancer does not admit of 

a radical cure, has undoubtedly been car- 
ried to too great extent, and has proved 
fatal to N Los under that com- 
plaint. 


P- 
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plaint. Writers of eminence are too of- 
ten implicitly believed in every thing they 


advance, to the detriment of ſcience as 


well as of mankind. It is with all due | 


deference to this eſtabliſhed eminence, and 
at the ſame time with ſome reluctance, 
that J humbly preſume to queſtion or 
doubt the authority of men of ſuch high 
repute in the literary world, as the late 


Dr. Mohro, Le Dran, Sharpe, and other 


authors of note, who have ſpoken of this 
diſeaſe, in ſuch diſcouraging terms, as tend 
only to increaſe the miſeries of the un- 
happy ſufferers, by depriving them of their 


laſt reſource, hope; as well as of every 


chance of preſerving or even prolonging 
life. For by repreſenting it as an in- 
curable diſeaſe, (I mean by any internal 
medicines hitherto tried) and very ſubject 
to return after the operation, numbers af- 
flicted with it have too ſoon given way 


to deſpair, and thereby loſt every chance 


of a cure, by a timely exciſion of the 
diſcaſed part, | 
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| So far therefore as humanity, reaſon, 
and truth ſupport me, I hope I ſhall ſtand 
excuſed in differing, both in opinion and 
practice, from the very reſpectable au- 
thorities above mentioned, without enter- 
ing too far into a medical diſſertation 
on the nature of cancer, which might be 
thought a deviation from the line of a 
| PRI. Surgeon. 


* 


ALL that has been advanced on this 
ſubject, with ſuch abundant ingenuity, re- 
quiring any anſwer or refutation, may, I 
believe, be briefly compriſed i in two propo- 
fitions or aſſertions ; Furſt, '** That a real 
ic cancer does not admit of a radical cure; 
or more properly ſpeaking, we are un- 
12 acquainted with any internal medicine, 

0x topical application to 1 relied on 
&* jn the cure of a cancer.“ Secondly, 
© That the diſeaſe is very apt to return 
„after exciſion.” Theſe two aſſertions 
are intimately related or connected to 
each other. 


: IN 
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In anſwer I would obſerve, that having 
granted the firſt, it does not follow that 
the operation ſhould be OY as _—_ 
and uncertain. | | 


To the ſecond I anſwer, that the greater 
number of patients have no return of the 
diſeaſe after the part affected has been 
carefully diſſected away. This is clearly 
proved by the caſes publiſhed by Mr. Hill, 
of Dumfries, in 1782 ; and I am fully 


| perſuaded, if the operation were timely 


performed, in the manner I intend to ex- 
plain and recommend, a ſtill ſmaller num- 


ber would be troubled with the return of 


the diſeaſe. Even as the operation has 
hitherto been performed, it is often the 


only alternative left, which the melan- 


choly patient looks on, as a means only 
to prolong exiſtence a while, but not ſuffi- 


cient to eradicate the diſeaſe; yet under | 
all theſe diſadvantageous circumſtances, it | 


generally proves ſucceſsful, and anſwers the 


purpoſes of a radical cure. For notwith- | 


ſtanding the diſpoſition to cancer, the per- 
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fon who ſubmits to the operation in time, 
may live afterwards to old age, or die of a 


different diſeaſe, without the leaſt return 
of cancer, unleſs ſome exciting cauſe occur 


to 8 it. 


Wu Ar EVER, therefore, tends to mi- 


tigate the pangs of our fellow creatures, 
unremittingly tortured with this dreadful 
diſeaſe, cannot be thought unworthy pub. 
lic attention : and if, not only to mitigate 
their ſufferings, but to remove them en- 


tirely, can by experience be proved practi- 
cable, by an operation much leſs terrible 


to the patient than that hitherto practiſed, 
and which generally anſwers the purpoſes 
of a radical cure; it would be wrong in 
me to remain ſilent on a ſubject ſo very 
important, in which great numbers of the 
human race are ſo deeply intereſted. For 


highly enlightened as the preſent age is, 


yet the moſt eminent practitioners readily 


admit, that there is ſtill ample room for 
further improvement. in chirurgical ope - 


en Th the modern improve 


ments 
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ments are very numerous and ſurpriſingly 
great, we ought by no means vainly to 
ſuppoſe, that all or even the greater num- 
ber of the principal operations, are brought 
to the ſummit of perfection. One of the 
moſt eminent Surgeons of this country, 1 
may venture to ſay of the preſent age, 

both as an author and operator, acknow- 
ledges this. It ſcarcely needs mention, 
that 1 mean Mr. Pott, who in the Pre- 
face to his Treatiſe on Ruptures ſays, I 
„would by no means be ſuppoſed. to 
think, that there is not large room left 
for the induſtry both of us and our ſuc- 
« ceflors, ſome of the operative parts of 
te the art are ſtill capable of improvement, 
* and the treatment of ſome diſeaſes might 
certainly be altered for the better.“ 


THERE are few diſeaſes, I believe, that 
require an alteration and improvement, in 
the general method of treatment, more 
than ſcirrhus and cancer of the breaſt or 
_ teſtis, E 
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In theſe complaints, though the opera- 
ration be the only alternative to which the 
patients muſt have recourſe in order to 
preſerve life, yet it requires a greater de- 
gree of reſolution than moſt of them can 
readily ſummon up, to ſubmit to it. The 
certainty of very ſevere and acute pain 
during the operation, as well as of that 
which muſt naturally follow it, the fear of 
a great effuſion of blood, the uncertainty 
of ſucceſs, the long confinement, and, in 
many caſes, mutilation and deformity, are 
difficulties of confiderable magnitude, and 
not eaſily ſurmounted. Whatever tends 
to leſſen all theſe difficulties, will, I doubt 
not, be deemed of the higheſt moment. 
What I have to offer, if received with 
candor, will, I hope, be faund not ,un- 
worthy attention, being the. reſult of ob- 
ſervation and experience. 


Tux method of operating, which it is 
the principal deſign of this treatiſe to re- 
commend, on account of the great and 
uncommon advantages it poſſeſſes, and the 

| wonderful 


A reaſons that have got the better of that 
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wonderful effects, I may in ſtrict truth ſay 

I have ſeen reſult from it, conſiſts in diſ- _ 
ſecting away all the diſeaſed part of the 
breaſt. or teſtis, thro one fimple longitu- ; 

dinal inciſion, large enough to admit of 

the perfect removal of all the diſeaſed part 

or parts, and then bringing the edges of 

the wound into contact, and retaining 

them in that fituation. by flips of ſticking 
plaiſter, ligature, or both, if neceſſary, till 

they unite by what is called the Firſt In» 
tention, which they generally do in a few 1 
days, without ever forming ſuppuration. | 
The whole of this operation I ſhall more 
fully and diſtinctly deſcribe and n! in 
its Proper place. 


HERE I beg W to mention the 


diffidence, which otherwiſe might have 
reſtrained me from ever venturing into · 
the world as an author, for which under- 
taking I feel and confeſs myſelf not pole, 
* of waeren abilities. 


Ir 
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Ir is more than three years ſince I gave 
a very conciſe ſketch of the ſucceſs of this 
method of operating, in a letter to Dr. 
Simmons, the Editor of a very uſeful peri- 
odical publication, called the Medical Jour- | 
nal, who accordingly mentioned it in the 
firſt ſubſequent publication of that ſort. 
The method of operating becoming ſome- 
what public through that channel, I have 
fince had the pleaſing ſatisfaction of find- 
ing it pretty much adopted in the hoſpi- 
tals, as well as in private practice, eſpeci- 
ally in the removal of the ſcirrhous or 
cancerous teſticle; but not ſo much in 
that of the breaſt, and in neither to that 
extent, which I am confident it really de- 
ſerves. I ſhould therefore think myſelf 
exceedingly blameable to ſuffer diffidence, 
or an improper delicacy, to prevent me 
from making as public as poſſible, a me- 
thod of operating and ſubſequent treat- 
ment, which on experience I have found 
attended with advantages, far exceeding 
the moſt favourable expectations -I could 


(a priori) entertain. I only wiſh this 
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method may be received with candour, 
and adopted in proportion to its ſuperior 
advantages and general utility; and I hope 
it will ſoon become univerſal, and the prin- 
ciples on which it is founded, extended to 
many other operations in ſurgery, beſides 
thoſe two on the breaſt and teſtis. Should 
it tend, even in the ſmalleſt degree, to raiſe - 
the reputation of, or be thought in any 
meaſure an acquiſition to a profeſſional art, 
truly great and noble in reſpe& to its 
objects, viz. the relief of our fellow crea» - 
tures, labouring under the pains and miſe» 
ries attending diſeaſe, the preſervation of 
life and health; it will afford me inexpreſ- 
fible happineſs. Let me, however, not be 
miſunderſtood, for I confeſs my inability 
to beſtow, what can very ſenfibly increaſe 
the general fund; yet I hope the contri- 
bution of a mite will not be rejected, when 
it proceeds from a principle, which it is 
the duty of every practitioner to have in 

view, happily ny by a great poet in 
two words: | 


fe MISERIS SUCCURRERE.” 
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Tus circumſtance which led to the 
'. diſcovery of this method of operating may 
not be unworthy the reader's attention. 


Ix the year 1778, Dr. John Sims, a 
very ſkilful Phyſician, adviſed a patient 
under his care, to have the operation for 
the trichiaſis, or inverſion of the under 
eye-laſh, performed; he conſented, and ap- 
plied to me for that purpoſe. The flacci- 
dity and redundance of the ſkin of the 
under eye-lid were ſo great, that I was 
obliged to cut away a very large portion, ; 

in order ſufficiently to retract the under 
cilia, and effectually turn the hairs out- 
ward, ſo that they might not in future irri- 
tate the eye. Having removed a ſufficient 
quantity, near an inch in the middle or 
broadeſt part, I was extremely careful to 
bring the oppoſite edges evenly and per- 
fealy into contact, and to retain them in 
that ſituation by ſlips of adheſive plaſter, ' +: 
and proper bandage, As I had taken very 
great pains in applying the dreſſings, and 
" the patient ne perfectly eaſy, I did 

not 
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not attempt to remove them for three days. 
On the removal, I was exceedingly pleaſed 
to find, that a perfect union of the edges 
from one end to the other had taken place, 
agreeably to my intention and withes, 
There was a ſmall ſerous diſcharge, but 
nothing like pus or digeſted matter; and 
the ſecondary union was completed in A 
few days. 


TEE foregoing caſe made a ſtrong im- 
preſſion on my mind; from it I inferred, 

that the principle might be applied in other 
operations to very great advantage, and re- 
ſolved to practiſe it the very firſt oppor- 
tunity. Soon after J had occaſion to remove 
a diſeaſed teſticle, very much enlargened, 
1 was anxious to make the experiment, 
and accordingly, inſtead of following the 
_ uſual method of filling the void ſpace, or 
cavity from whence the teſticle was taken, 
with dry lint, I brought the edges of the 
inciſed wound perfectly into contact, and 
_ retained them in that ſituation. The- 
event greatly exceeded my moſt favourable 

expectations: - 
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expectations; for though in this caſe there 
was a conſiderable cavity, and conſequently . * 
a great quantity of looſe integuments, yet 
by carefully bringing all the parts into 
contact, laying aſide the interpoſition of 
dry lint, or any extraneous body, a perfect 
union throughout the whole took place, as 
in the forementioned caſe. The ſucceſs 
attending both theſe caſes made me reſolve - 
do carry the principle ſtill farther, by apply- 
ing it in the amputation of the breaſt. I 
embraced the firſt opportunity that offered, 
and the event proved equally ſucceſsful. 
The patient was only two days confined to 
her room, and the wound perfectly healed 
in ten days. My very worthy and inge- 
nious friend, Mr. Babington, of Guy's 
Hoſpital, did me the fayour to aſſiſt at 
ſeveral operations performed in this way, 
the uncommon ſucceſs attending which 
being ſpoken of, I was requeſted by Dr. 
| Skeete, Preſident of the Phyſical Society, 
to give an account of it to the Society, 
which I accordingly did, in a very ſhort» 
paper, ſeveral months before it appeared in 
| | the 
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the Medical Journal. This method of ope- 
rating being now pretty generally known, 
by the paper read to that Society, by the 
account of it given in the Medical Journal, 
and by the relation of the patients them- 
ſelves, it has ever ſince been gaining ground, 
both in public and private POO 
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TRE ancients gave the name ſcirrhus, 
to any tumor that would not admit of diſ- 
ſolution; the moderns, with greater accu- 
racy, term thoſe only ſcirrhous tumors, 
that will not admit of ſuppuration, and 
bear an affinity to cancer; and, therefore, 
have divided cancers into two kinds, vix. 
occult and open; thereby fully compre- 
| B hending 
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hending all the various ſorts, unneceſſarily 
ſubdivided by ſome writers, and mentioned 
by different technical appellations. Though 
I approve of this diſtinction, into occult 
and open, as ſufficiently comprehenſive, 
yet I would not be thought to aſſert, that 
this diſeaſe does not, at different periods, 
aſſume very different appearances. There 
are few diſeaſes more ſubje& to variety, 
both in reſpect to appearance, and the 
changes it undergoes from time to time. 


* 


ON CANCERS, 19 


OF THE GENERAL PROGRESS OF 
THE DISEASE, 


IT generally commences by a ſimple 
enlargement, or, induration of ſome glan- 
dular part, at firſt moveable and free from 
pain, without any inequality, apparent in- 
flammation, or change of colour in the 
integuments. In ſome the diſeaſe conti- 
nues in this mild ſtate for years, without 
pain, inconvenience, or any viſible altera- 
tion. In others, its progreſs is very rapid; 
ſoon after its firſt appearance it increaſes 
in ſize, becomes unequal and knotty, at- 
tended with a dull heavy pain, eſpecially on 
being handled ; the pain increaſes with the 
diſeaſe, and becomes lancinating and dart- 
ing; the veins about the part become vari- 
cous; the ſłin becomes wrinkledor puckered 
up in ſome parts of the tumor; in others, 
inflamed and ſmooth; the latter appear- 
ances ſoon terminating in what is called 

ä the 
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the open or ulcerated cancer, attended 
with the following ſymptoms : 


Tus ulcer is foul, ſtinking, ſpreading, 
with hard uneven edges, from whence 
fungus ſprouts out, of a raſpberry or cauli- 
flower appearance, ſubject to frequent he- 
morrhage. The diſcharge for the moſt 
part, is a thin, gleety, acrid, fœtid, dark 
coloured ichor, and the patient complains 
of an inceſſant, intolerably excruciating, 
burning pain, all over the parts affected. 
The neighbouring ſkin ſeems partially 
contracted with the appearance of folds or 
wrinkles, as if produced by a hot iron 
having been held near it. 


THESE are the general and moſt cha- 
raQeriſtic ſymptoms of cancer, to which 
ſeveral others might be added, but I fear 
without advantage, as ys would render 
4 deſcraprion leſs * 

e 
* the preceding e 1 bare 


4 4 | con- 
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conſidered cancer as affecting a glandular 
part only: but it is neceflary to obſerve, 
that every part of the body is ſubje& to 
cancer, which (except in glandular parts) 
may at firſt appear ſomewhat like a ſuper- 
ficial ulcer, without any previous ſcirrhous 
tumor. Such cancers, however, are gene- 
rally preceded by ſome cruſty, ſcabby, 
horny, or wart-like appearance of the part. 


Tux obſervations already given, with 
others I ſhall add, require minute and par- 
ticular attention, as they. ſerve, not only as 
the beſt means of characteriſing the diſeaſe, 
but likewiſe afford ſome foundation for 
forming a judgment of what is proper to 
be done, and what degree of ſucceſs may 
likewiſe attend the mode of treatment to 
be adopted; it being my intention on this 
head, to enable young practioners to diſ- 
tinguiſh cancers from other complaints, 
and vice verſa. 


Sis as cancers of the breaſt 5 teſtis. 
x” 5 Jy ate 
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are by much the moſt frequent and im- 
portant, and as the operations I ſhall de- 
ſcribe are more applicable to theſe parts, 
what I have here to offer, ſhall be chiefly 
directed to diſtinguiſh other diſeaſes, to 
which theſe parts are ſubject, from cancer, 
premiſing only a general obſervation or 
two. 


CANCERS, in any other part of the 
body, are eaſily diſtinguiſhed from the 
various kinds of encyſted tumors ; from 
that ſpecies called wen; and even from 
ſcrophulous glands. Cold, indolent, tu- 
mified, ſcrophulous glands, are not liable 
to be miſtaken for cancers; and in the 
inflamed ſcrophulous gland, as well as in 


phlegmonic tumors, the ſymptoms or ap- 
pearances are ſtill more different; the ſkin 


is not uneven as in cancer, nor the veins 
varicous. When the inflammation runs 
high in theſe complaints, the ſymptomatic 
fever keeps pace with it, the pulſe is full 
and hard, as in other inflammatory com- 

| plaints, 
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plaints, and, at length, matter is formed 
in the part, perceptible to the touch, but 
not attended with that degree of pain 
which accompanies cancer. In the latter, 
when exceſſive pain quickens the pulſe, 
it is at the ſame time law, as in hectic 
fever. But as I have juſt mentioned, that 
my obſervations here are principally di- 
rected to cancers of the breaſt and teſtis, 
I ſhall endeavaur to giye the beſt informa- 
tion I can, concerning the difference he- 
tween cancerous affect ions of theſe parts, 
and other diſeaſes to which they are 
ſubject. 


OBSERVATIONS 


*- i 


FIRST OF THE BREAST. 


BesIDEs the occult and open cancer, 
"there are three other complaints to which 
it is ſubject. 


FIRST. A ſcrophulous induration and 
enlargement. 


SECOND. The mille breaſt, or milk 


abſceſs. 


TRHIRD. An induration, or ſcirrhus 
from external injury. 


TRE frſt, or ſerophulous induration 
and enlargement, is eaſily diſtinguiſhed 
from a cancerous affection of the part, by 
its not being attended with pain or uneaſi · 
neſs, even when greatly enlarged. If it 
d. to luppaeate, 1 it has not that craggy 
: „ 
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feel and unevenneſs of ſkin, peculiar to 
cancer ready to burſt; and when it ſup- 
purates, diſcharges good pus, which can- 
cer never does. Neither do theſe ſerophu- 
lous tumors, at any period, produce painful 
indurations in the glands of the axilla; 
but are often found to yield to cicuta inter- 
nally and ſaturnine applications. 


TRE ſecond, or milk breaſt, in its pro- 
greſs and termination, either by diſper- 
ſion or ſuppuration, is ſo very like that of 
any other phlegmonic tumor, that there 
can be very little difficulty in Ann 
ing it from cancer. 


IHA VE neither ſeen nor known an in- 
ſtance of a milk breaſt turning to a cancer, 
and cannot help thinking all apprehenſions 
of that nature very groundleſs. It is not 
my intention to aſſert, that a breaſt that 
has been, or is affected with a milk abſceſs, 
can never become cancerous; I only intend 
to give it as my humble opinion, that a 

milk 


* 
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milk abſceſs never is the anne cad Wt 
of, nor degenerates into canger, 


Tux third or laſt complaint affecting 
this part, viz. an induration or ſeirrhus, 
from external injury, requires the moſt 
careful attention. We are not poſſeſſed 
of any means of knowing, nor can we 
aſſert, that an induration ſo occaſioned will 
not terminate in cancer, if it does not yield 
to the proper treatment, in order to diſ- 
perſe 3 it. Of ſuch induration gr ſcirrhus, 
it can only be ſaid, it is rather a favour- 
able circymſtance, that it was occaſioned 
by external injury, and a ſort of preſump- 
tion, that it will not terminate 1n cancer 
and when ſuch induration or ſcirrhus im- 
mediately ſucceeds the external injury, it 
is a more fayorable circumſtance than 
when it attacks the part ſome conſiderable 
time after. But in either caſe, it may re- 
main quiet and inoffenſive far ſeveral years; 
er it may quickly become dangerous and 
11 attended with all the eharacte, 


riſtic 
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nile ſymptoms of eancer. already men- 
tioned; in ſuch caſe, there can be little 
doubt of its being a real cancer, and that 


the external injury was the exciting caule, - 


without the occurrence of which, the per- 


ſon might poſſibly have paſſed through life 
without any appearance of the diſcaſe : it 
is, therefore, very neceſſary to be guarded 
in our prognofis concerning an induration 


er free thus o eee  Wik 


been ſaid concerning external injury pro- 


ducing cancer in the breaſt, is equally 


applicable to the teſtis, of which there are 
ſome diſeaſes that require to be briefly 


mentioned and diſtinguiſhed from cancers 
FixsT, The hernia humoralis. 


Szconp, The hydrocele. 


'TriRD, The venereal ſarcocele, or en- 


largement and induration of the teſticle. 


and epididymis, AED 


| Foune Hs The ſcrophulous reſticle; 
LOR THE 


E © £ $63 — OS. * x r nt 2 Bt 7 
© ? 4 8 8 . wa I 
. *% - * < 4 C — 4 „ 
— — — — . —äj zßü - I 0 5 C —— y * 
* - 2 0 — * by. 
: 1 * 2 5 : 9 n 7 . — + 
. * * + % > g n 1 * $4 n > 3 
N p : 2 J 3 re k 4 ; e 1 
4 : 5 « +4 * * „ it "© * * % IF * 
« - — % q N 
% : i * % N , 
* : „* 
* „„ > Fd 
a * 4 * " * TE 
_ > 7 ” 


- 
— EY 
% 


— 
. 


— ——_ —— nn — —— 
5 * 0 - 
* = * 5 
b Ny 4 


_. OBSERVATIONS. 


- Fur firſt, or oaks Dune is at- 


wat with inflammation, pain, heat, and 
moſt commonly fever; the whole body of 


the teſticle, as well as the epididymis, be- 
coming enlarged. By evacuation, reſt, 
proper topical applications, and adopting 
the antiphlogiſtic plan, the ſymptoms ſoon 


ſubſide, and the teſticle gradually recovers 


ite uſual fize and ſmooth feel. 
Tux Sacks, or bydrocele; is a collec- 
tion of water in the tunica vaginalis; the 
fluctuation of which, when any way con- 
ſiderable in quantity, may be felt very diſ- 
tinctly, or it may be ſeen by holding the 
teſticle between the eye and a ſtrong light: 
this collection of water produces no mor- 
bid change in the ſtructure, either of the 
teſtis or epididymis, and is not attended 


n pain. 


Tux third, or venereal ſarcocele, is al- 
ways attended with other venereal ſymp- 
toms or appeatatices in ſome part or other 
8 L Be as 
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of the TY ſufficient to characterize and | 
diſtinguiſh it from a true ſcirrhus. # - 
| Bur the fourth or ſcrophulous teſticle, 
1s often confounded with the cancerous, 
even by the moſt approved writers and 
practitioners, from their not attending to 
this ſingle circumſtance, viz. that the parts 
in the courſe of abſorption are not affected 
by ſcrophula, but in cancer, they always 
become affected in time. In the cance- 
rous teſticle the ſpermatic chord becomes 
enlarged, indurated and knotty, but never 
ſo in the icrophulous. 


” 


Tus ought to be accurately Aiſtin- 
guiſhed, as I have my doubts with reſpect | 


to the propriety of my a {crophulous | 
teſticle, 


- 


| Bur whoever wiſhes to be more fully . 
informed concerning diſeaſes of the teſti- 
cle, may be highly gratified and inſtructed, 
by the peruſal of Mr. Pott's excellent trea- 
tiſe on the Hydrocele, eſpecially the twelfth 
ſection, to which I refer him. 

OF 
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OF THE CAUSES OF CANCER, 


AUTHORS in general have ſuppoſed 
cancer to proceed from ſome obſtruction 
of the fluids, in the glands, or glandular 
parts, in the lymphatics, in the lactiferous 
tubes of the mamme, in the capillary 
tubes, &c. by which the parts becoming 
impervious, adhere together, and conſtitute 
the foundation of a cancer. 


II. Exrzanai injury is laid down 
as a cauſe from whence cancer often pro- 
reeds. 8 
Ir cannot be denied, that there are 
many inſtances ſufficiently authenticated, 
in which cancer has ſucceeded contuſions, 
Eſpecially in the breaſts of women. But 
it is ſtill a matter of doubt, whether this 
diſeaſe would enſue, from ſuch accidents, 
Vunleſs chere were in the conſtitution a 
natural 


on CANCERS, 25 31 
natural prediſpoſition, which co - operates 
with the accident and produces th effect. 

III. dane VA bode conſidered, in J 
ſome inſtances, as proceeding from affec- 


tions of the mind. 


B vr in ſuch caſes, it is a queſtion, he- 
ther thoſe affections of the mind reſult 
from a particular frame, delicacy, or ſuſ- 
ceptibility of conſtitution, and if ſo, are, 
in like manner as the diſeaſe itſelf, only 
effects and not cauſes. 


IV. Cx$8A TION of the menſes is 4 
cauſe to which cancer 1s very often aſcribed. 


Ir is undoubtedly a fact that the diſeaſe 
mote frequently occurs at this period of 
liſe, than at any other. And I am in- 
_ chned to think, that change the conſtitu- 
tion undergoes at this time, may operate 
very powerfully, or have a Hong teadificy 
to * cancer. 


„ Tus 
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V. Tuts diſeaſe, like ſcrophula; gout, 


and many others, has been attributed, in 
terms too o general, to hereditary diſpoſi- 


tion. 

Tuts is a field too large for me, in the 
preſent inſtance, to enter upon, eſpecially | 
as T muſt candidly acknowledge, that I 


have not yet made up my mind on the 


matter. I muſt however obſerve, that 
the general notion of hereditary diſpoſition | 


has been carried a great deal too far. 


VI. CANCER is ſuppoſed, in ſome in- 


ſtauces, to ariſe from ſome peculiar acri- 


mony in the habit. 


—— 


Tus, like * cauſes already mention- 


ed, is probably rather to be conſidered as 


a ſymptom or concomitant circumſtance 
attending cancer, than as the cauſe of it. 


VII. INFLAMMAT rox has * al. 
figned, as the cauſe of cancer; and I confeſs 
. 7235 | , that 
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that in my raflios for ſome time ſts Þ 
| have paid more regard to this cut ban 
to o all the others raken gn 7 75 


* 


* * ; a . 
s * *, 2 1 Cl 
3 Fee Lads 169 bo 65 Kren 4 | 


wth r is not my W to entet into a 


ph yſiological diſquiſition concerning the 
nature ot origin of this inflammation. 


The practice in which I have been un- 
commonly fucceſsful is founded on the 


principle or ſuppoſition, that inflammation is 


the proximate cauſe of the diſeaſe, and in- 


5 "uy and W connected with it⸗ 


To avoid repetition, 1 1 he es 
reader to the paper I have inſerted in this 
treatiſe, taken from the 2d vol. of the 


Memoirs of the Medical A of Lone | 8 


don. 


i 7 


| ConcErNiNG the cauſes of cancer, I 


have only to add, that I do not yet think my- 
ſelf adequate to the attempt of clearly illuſ- 
trating a ſubject ſo difficult and obſcure, 
either to my own fatisfaQtion or that of 
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che reader. Much more has been ſaid on 
i, than has led to uf 
practice. Ftom the moſt attentive obſer- 


ful and important 


vations I have hitherto had an opportunity 
of making, cancer appears to me, generally 
to ariſe from ſome; peculiarity of 
tion; which I do. not profeſs to underſtand, 
which ſcems aſten hereditary, and prediſ- 
poſes to the diſeaſe, but (I am inclined to 
think) ſeldom produces it without tbe 
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adventitious occurrence of ſome exciting 
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S crete and experience 
ſufficiently inform us, that ſome parts of _ 
the body are more . to this diſesſe 
than others. ; 
the ſexes, and all other 2 e, 
| both external and internal in both — 
are more 8 to i it 600 ei part. 
l 7 5 iel 

> Won are more fubjec” to it chan 
men: whether, on account of their con- 
ſtitutions being weaker, or becauſe the 
parts diſtinguiſhing them from our ſer, 


viz. the breaſts, uterus, &c. are more 
extenſive, or on account of the changes 
that. their conſtitution undergoes, which 
renders it unfit for generation, 1 cannot 
take upon me to give an opinion. The 
KW Ee 3 „ now 
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noſe, eye-brows, chin, and other parts of 
the face, as well as the lips, are more 
23 to ĩt 1 ol 22 55 We 1 od w 


7 5 
* 8. 1 


Faox forty to kity en f age, and 


ff 


upwards, is called the cancerous period. 


5 But 


. 


Tu x; viſcera in general are ſubject to it, even the 

nach, and inteſtines, of which I have inſtances in | 
my poſſeſſion ; 3. particularly that of the ſtomach, of 
which- Dr. Sims gives an account, in the firſt vol. of 


the Medical Communications. In that collection 1 


have given a caſe of an oſſified kidney, which ſuggeſts 


this queſtion: viz, May we attempt the removal of 


a diſeaſed kidney, affected with ſcirrhus, or any other 


diſeaſe that mut! in time owe: mortal ? 


s 


3 1 


In that caſe the tumor was ſo enimillys prominent 


and circumſcribed: that it might have been removed 


without making any opening into the cavity of the 
abdomen, Tt appeared to me likewiſe, on the removal 
df it after death, that the veſſels might have been 
ſecured in the ſame manner as we paſs a . round 
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But there are inſtances of the complaint 
occurring at a much earlier period. 1 
never ſaw a more perfect cancer, than in 
the lip of a young lady of ſixteen; of 
which two ſurgeons of the firſt eminence 
were fully convinced. I ſaw another caſe 
of a young lady not twenty, who died 
hectic, from a ſcirrhus of the cervex uteri; 
(diſcovered on opening the body) which 
before her death had been accompanied 
with the ſymptoms of a ſtone in the blad- 
der; on the ſuppoſition of which, eka 
been twice rn with the ſound. [543 
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3 a alta in the t * the kidney 
becomes large, points externally, and leaves us ng 
room to doubt of the nature of the complaint, I think. 
we ought by all means to cut upon and extract it, | 
rather than ſuffer our patient .to drag on a miſerable 
exiſtence, without giving him a chance for his life. 
And whoever conſiders attentively the nature and fung5 
tions of the kidney, will ſcarcely deny, that,calculi are 
almoſt as liable to form i in its Ivis 1 * in 1 the FIR | 
bladder: _ CM fo” ent 
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- WHETHER is cancer a diſeaſe of the 
ſyſtem, or a topical complaint only? 


:-. Tx1s is a queſtion of the greateſt im- 
portance; the principal, perhaps the only 
queſtion, neceſſary to be moſt attentively 
and minutely conſidered and diſcuſſed, and, 
if poſſible, decided ; in order to place the 
practice on a more clear and certain foun- 
dation. But this grand defideratum is not 
likely ſoon! to be obtained. There are 
their opinions flat contradictions to each 
other; ſo that from what has been ſaid 
on this important queſtion, we are almaſt 
us much in the dark concerning it, as we 
ne concerning the nature and cauſe of 
cancer. _ 


— In x medical part of the profeſſion have 
been too much diſpoſed to conſider it a diſ- 
eaſe of the ſyſtem ; while chirurgical au- 
thors have beep equally inclined to conſi- 
* it as 2 * complaint only. The late 
H | Dr. 
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Dr. Monro was of the former opinion; 
and has given a dreadful and diſcouraging 
account of near ſixty cancers, at the extir- 
pation of which he was preſent; and 
thence argues againſt the extirpation of 
any, except thoſe: of the-occult kind, in 
young people, in · other reſpects healthy, 
Only four of theſe remained free from the 
diſeaſe, at the end of two years 3 but more 
properly ſpeaking none; for three had 
occult cancers in the breaſt, and the fourth 
an ulcerated cancer on the lip. I fancy ' 
from the annals of Phyſic and Surgery, 
we could not ſelect another account, equally 
dreadful and diſcouraging. . One would 
think they were the moſt deſperate caſes 
| that could be ſelected from all parts of 
Great-Britain, It would be unneceflary 
to mention others of a fimilar- opinion. 
Happily for thoſe ſubject to this diſeaſe; 
later practice and experience give them 
much better hopes; although men of 
great eminence, both in phyfiological and 
a n knowledge, as well as in prac» 
_ «bg 3 tice 
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tice and experience, have ſu pported the | 
ee ee 6:11 | 


>, Anon * is e Mr. Hill, an 
IF eminent Surgeon, at Dumfries in Scotland, 
who publiſhed a book on Cancers in the 
year 1772, at which time he had extir- 
pated from different parts of the body 
eighty- four open, and four occult cancers, 
and all the patients except two, recovered 

om the effects of the ann W n 


I N the firſt forty-five N one 0 
. was: unſucceſsful, and in three more the 
i! cancer broke out afreſh ; all the reſt of the 
gy forty-five, viz. =" continued well 
W Fg as _y lived. ee 35:11 
W - = Oy Mak hires; one lived only 
\ four months, and in five more, the cancer 
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broke out again. The reaſon of the laſt 

number being more unſucceſsful than the 

former, was, according to Mr. Hill's ac- 

5 Count, chat his extraordinary ſucceſs made 
| 8011 7 cancerous 
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cancerous patients flock to him from all 
parts, and he was often obliged to per- 
form the operation, contrary to his judg- 
ment, on patients who had delayed it too 
long. On the whole, after a courſe of 

thirty years practice, thirty- nine of ſixty⸗ 
three patients were all alive and found; 
and of all his cancerous patients not 4 
ſeventh was threatened with a 1 a OY 


or remained uncured. 


$ 
4 


1 ee eee to make the 
longer extract from this book, becauſe it 
is the moſt complete on the ſubject of any 
before the public; and from it may be 
drawn the beſt proofs that the diſorder is 
not originally connected with the ſyſtem, 
but merely a local complaint, and that 
the cancerous virus is abſorbed into the 
conſtitution from the local affection; it is 
commonly ſuppoſed conſtitutional, from 
the diſeaſe ſometimes returning, yet one 

breaſt ne affected, is no reaſon why 
v4 | een 
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the other ſhould not become cancerous 
= and ths ne ſtill W 41. 
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0 0 the porticulhr nature a che cance- 
rous virus I do not pretend to give an opi- 
nion, but, that it is not hereditary or con- 
ſtitutional I am inclined to think, from 
the innumerable inſtances of the children 
of diſeaſed parents never having any ap- 
pearance of the diſeaſe. The glands, we 
know, are the moſt common ſeat of can- 
cer, and that they never produce good 
matter, and I ſee no reaſon to doubt, that 
when ſome peculiar irritation is applied 
to them, either from i external or iniernal 
cauſe, ſuch a diſpoſition may be induced in 
them, as neceſſarily to occaſion the form- 
ation of a cancerous matter. 


PERHA As the reaſon that women are 
ſo frequently affected with cancerous 
breaſts, about the time of the ceſſation of 
the menſes, is, that, there is a greater de- 
termination of blood or ſome other fluid 

ö to 
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to them at that period, which. from their 
not being ſo ſuſceptible of inflammation or 
the formation. of good pus as the other 
parts, produces an indolent hard ſwelling, 


merely by diſtention of the different veſ- 
ſels. A tumor being thus formed, it com» 


monly remains inactive until an irritation 


is applied, and from the nature of the Party | 
a cancer generally follows. 


We might plaid RN the, opinion 
of the ceſſation of the menſes being one 
ſtrong pre · diſpoſing cauſe to cancer in the 
breaſt, by / obſerving the ſympathy that 
bſiſts between the vterus and 


the time of pe appearance. of jm magna | 
They uſually fill with milk, upon the 


diminution of the lochia, in'lying-in-wo- 
men. And when they ceaſe to ſuckle, the 
menſes commonly return, where they had 
been before obſtructed. Some women 
who menſtruate with difficulty, are never 
| | ſo 
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fo well as when giving ſuck; anatomiſts 
endeavour to account for all this, by the 
anaſtamoſis of the mammary and uterine 
veſſels, but further aid is certainly neceſ- 
fary, to account ſatisfactorily for this, as 
well as many other phznomena ofthe ant- 


mal economy, ſaid to depend ee on 
the communication of blood veſſels. 4 


2 11 : 12 Fa 
* 1 F ? 1 c : 14 » 


FG the account Dr. Monro gives 
of his method of treating caucerous com- 
plaints ſhews clearly that he could not be 
ſucceſsful; for by keeping the wound 
made by the extirpation of the diſeaſe from 
healing up, and by giving mereury, he 
took the moſt efficacious ſteps to excite | 
and produce the complaint, while "his de- 
fign was ml ag 994203 1 | 
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SoM of the ates eminent Sagen & of 
the preſent time, with whom I'am rather 
inclined to agree, think a cancer of the 
breaſt and teſticle,as local as a chancre on 
the glans penis, -or the inflammation and 
EE WT ulceration 
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ulceration of the arm, from inoculation; 
and in the ſame manner as in the ſmall 
pox, or venereal diſeaſe, the cancerous virus 
may be abſorbed, and affect the part as it 
paſſes along; hence cancerous buboes and 
affections of the abſorbent ſyſtem, from 
cancerous as well as from venereal virus. - 
But in the' inflammation after inoculation, 
aud in venereal chancres, if the parts afs 
fected be removed before abſorption has 
taken place, a cure is effected. But in 
cancer, even when abſorption has taken 
place, (which may be known by the ſtate 
of the lymphatics leading to the conſtitu- 
tion) the ſpeedy or timely, and perfect re- 
moval of all / the diſeaſed parts, gives the 
patient a fair chance of being cured. 


a Li 
ff . 


Bur as it 102 not y gn (eſpecially 
at preſent) in this ſhort practical treatiſe; 
to enter deeply into the diſcuſſion of a 
ſubject, on which authors of the greateſt 
abilities differ ſo widely in opinion; I ſhall 
therefore add but very W on this head. 
43 L LET 
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Lr us, for a moment, ſuppoſe cancer 
to be a diſcaſe of the ſyſtem, and the can- 
cerous virus capable of being abſorbed. 
When a caucer has been for ſome conſi- 
derable time in an open ulcerated ſtate, we 
ſhould naturally think, that from the ab- 
ſorption conſtantly carried on, the whole 
ſyſtem muſt ſoon become perfectly im- 
Pregnated with cancerous virus; which 
muſt (as in the lues venerea) ſoon attack 

or make its appearance in every part of the 
body. But we do not find this to be the 
caſe, for there are many inſtances ſuffi - 
ciently authenticated, of open ulcerated 
cancers, of ſome duration, being extirpated 
after the axillary glands became affeQed ; 
and yet the patient had no return of the 
diſeaſe. It is probable, that nothing has 
a more powerful tendency to render this 
diſeaſe conſtitutional, than neglecting to 
have the part removed as early as poſlible., 


OF 
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OF THE TREATMENT AND CURE 
zig CANCER, | 8 


INNUMERABLE « „„ 
attempts have been made by the moſt emis 
nent and ingenious Phyſicians, in order to 
diſcover an effectual remedy againſt can« 
cer, and their motives were undoubtedly 
very commendable. But while, on the 
one hand, I feel the higheſt reſpect for 
men of great learning, genius, and profeſ- 
ſional abilities; on the other, I cannot help 
regretting that their labours have t 
out ſo unſucceſsful. 1. am indeed pretty 
well convinced, that all the attempts made 
to cure this complaint by internal medi- 
cines, have done more harm than good, 
in as much as they tend to raiſe the 
patient's expectation of a cure, by afford» 
ing a temporary relief, till it becomes too 
late for an en But from all that 
bas been done or attempted, I ſhould 
; | | 5 think 
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think myſelf culpable in recqmmending 
or relying upon the uſe of internal medi- 
eines, where extirpation or removal of the 
diſeaſed part is practicable; this being the 
only remedy hitherto known on which 
we. can place any dependance; no cure by 
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medicine having been hitherto diſcovered. 


Dr. Storck, in his publication on Cicuta 
ſome years ago, gave the world reaſon to 
hope, that a ſpecific for cancerous diſor- 


ders was diſcovered; but alas! it was ſoon 


found that it would not perform all the 
wonders aſcribed to it, and many declared 
it would do nothing, becauſe it did not 
come up to the expectation which he had 
led them to form. Notwithſtanding the 


repeated uſe of it both externally and in- 


ternally in different parts of the world for 
a number of years, in the moſt ſkilful 
hands, no ſingle inſtance can be produced 
of its performing à cure in the cancer; 
yet nobody will affirm, that it is not a 
medicine of great efficacy in various obſti- 
nate complaints, that it has not mitigated 
Sort 5 25 for 


a9. 
for a While cancerous pains, checked ths 
progreſs of the diſeaſe, changed the diſ-. 
charge for the better, in reſpect to colour, 
ſmell, and conſiſtence, and that mankind 
is not much indebted to the Doctor for 
introducing into more general uſe ſo po-]. - 
erful a remedy; From conſidering its 
moſt uſual effects, that it is anodyne, cor- 
rects acrimony, and promotes the forma - 
tion of good matter, I have made uſe of 
it with ſucceſs in various complaints, at- 
tended with the appearance of an acrimo- 
nious ſtate of the juices. In the fluor 
albus: joined with guaiacum, it ſeldom 
fails, and in ſhort, in moſt complaints 
ariſing from a ſtrumous habit, it will often 
exceed our moſt e eee 0 
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_ the year 1774, a 1 was PS 
liſhed at Paris by M. le Febure, in which. 
he extols arſenic given internally as a ſpe- 
cific, both in occult and open cancers. 
Goch in like manner extols corroſive 
re and Juſtamond the martial 


dende 3 flowers. 
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flowers. T have: not only tried all theſe 


medicines myſelf fairly and for a ſufficient 
length of ticie, being led to place ſome 
donfidence in: them from the great recom- 
mendatiofis beſtowed on them by theſe 


authors; but I have liketwiſe ſeen them 


tried by ſome of the moſt eminent Phyſi- | 


cians in London, in caſes really cancerous ; 
and I can aver that I have never ſeen one 
inſtance of a radical cure by one or all of 
them. I am therefore perſuaded that the 


caſes mentioned by theſe authors, where 


any of theſe medicines were ſucceſsful, 


| were not truly cancerous, but on the con- 


trary were only obſtinate ulcers, in ſome 
inſtances of a ſerophulous nature, attended 


with fymptoms equally common to ſuch 


as well as cancers. 


— 39 A 2 44 \'\ 18 + W113 
Dr. Jaeniſch, a Ruſſian Phyſician, in a 
treatiſe lately publiſhed: on Cancer, ſays, 


that the belladona, or deadly night - ſnade, 


has been by much the moſt ſucceſsful 
n with _ in the few. inſtances 
3 0 where 


or lier: f a 


where good Bab böen done in'this KTI g. 
however the trials that have been made 
of it in England give us little reaſoh do 
expect much from it. Still theſe unſuc⸗ 
ceſsful attempts of eminent men, and 
their laudable endeavours to convert pol? 
ſons into valuable remedies, ſhould not 
diſcourage others from perſevering iti the 
ſame courſe, till this great dhfderatum in 
Phyſic be found out. Our ſucceſs in 
curing the venereal and ſeveral other diſs 
caſes” by ſpecific, ſhould ſtimulate us to 
go on, atid leave none of the arcana' of 
nature r till our withes be . 
ſwered. = 


Tux hiſtory I have given, which might 


be greatly enlarged, affords ſufficient proof, 
that very little advantage has reſulted, 
from any theory yet publiſhed, or any 


mode of treatment or operation hitherto | 
recommended. A very extenſive practice 
for many years in this complaint, has 


opened to 1 view a large field, not only 
* Ken 7 | D 2 5 for 
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for obſervation and reflection, but like-, 
wiſe, for fair, liberal, and prudent practical 
experiments, to refrain from which, I. 
| ſhould have felt myſelf highly culpable in 
neglecting and e a N Wale. 
ne, 6 . . 11501 
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„Tur reſult af hes Winne pra- 
tice, to which 1 allude, I cannot more 
candidly communicate to the public, than 
by introducing in this place, the paper on 
that ſubject, verbatim as it was delivered 
to the Medical Society of London, and is 
to be found in the ad. vol. of the Memoirs 
of that Society, for the year 1788. 
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By Henzv Fuanon, Surgeon is de 
© Surrey Diſpenſary, and F. M. 8. 


13 


Read September aad 1586. 

IN a paper of this kind, it is naturally 
expected, that ſomething ſhould be ſaid 
concerning the cauſe, origin, and nature 
of the diſeaſe, Were I capable of throw - 


ing any light on this ſubject, it would 
give me inexpreſſible pleaſure to gratify 


this Society with a full and minute ac- 
count. But I feel myſelf inoompetent to 
ſuch an undertaking. Were I even to 


enter into the theoretical ideas of different 


authors, I fear I ſhould take up the time 
of the Society, without affording inſtrue- 


tion, And to recapitulate here what I 1 


© > have 


% 
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have publiſhed on this ſubje&, would be 

very unneceſſary, as I have there candidly 

acknowledged myſelf only converſant in 
the operative treatment of the diſeaſe, the 
nature and ſucceſsful medical treatment of 
which, every modeſt practitioner in phyſic 
will readily acknowledge himſelf unac- 
quainted with. If, therefore, I venture to 
hazard the opinion I have for ſome time 
been inclined to entertain, of inflammation 
being the cauſe of cancer, or, in other 
words, that it is always connected with 
the diſeaſe, in a greater or leſs degree, it 
is more with a deſign to excite the opi- 
nions of other practitioners, than from the 
vain attempt to elucidate perfectly a com- 
plaint hitherto enveloped in obſcurity. 
For from obſtructions, external injury, 
' &c., inflammation in ſome degree enſues, 
and I am inclined to think, that were we 
to treat cancerous complaints, at an early 
period, as proceeding from inflammation, 
without entering into whimſical or'abſtruſe 
reveries concerning the remote, latent, or 
3 55 prediſ- 
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prediſponent caſe of cancer, we would be 
much more ſucceſsful. in practice. To 
this opinion and practice, 1 was led by the 
incident I, have mentioned in the firſt of 
the following caſes; and judging. that 
from the ceſſation of the menſtrual eva» 
cuation, there would for ſome time after ö 
be a greater quantity of blood i in the con- 
Ritution than it had been accuſtomed to 
bear, I thought advantage would be de- 
rived from ſubſtituting an artificial eva - 
| cuation fiend. of that which: beneath 


on this head I decline 8 into \the 
doctrine of plethora, being ſolicitous only 
to throw even the ſmalleſt ray of light on 
the practical part, leaving the theoretical 
to thoſe of ſuperior abilities, to whoſe de- 
partment it more properly belongs ; and 
SW Tot Do PROLONG a | the 

That inflammation is either the proximate cauſe 
of cancer, or always attends it, I am ſtrongly inclined ' 


to believe, But whether this inflammation reſults 
D 4 - "from 
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the more 1 reflect on all the practice 1 
have ſeen, the more it tends to confirm 
me in this opinion: for Ir all caſes where 


I have ſeen ſolanum, mercury, martial 


flowers, or arſenic given, they did harm; 
and if from cicuta or opium any advan- 
tages appeared to enſue, 25 were oy or 
_ wo Meer 3 i og Beg = | 
Tun cure is 15055 ample, a confiſts i in 
bleeding, either topical or general, accord- 
ing to the ſeat of the complaint or "Ou | 


IG. 
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the part, or from ſome particular excitement therein, 


1 do not preſume to determine. If it can be made 
appear, that bleeding has removed a cancerous diſeaſe, 


I ſhall content myſelf with the importance of the fact, 
leaving the ſolution to phyſiologiſts. And the more 
J reflect on all the practice I have ſeen, the more it 


tends to confirm me in the opinion, that it has pro- 
. duced, and is capable of producing, under certain eir- 
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: IN the beginning of ſeirrhous affec- 
tions of the breaſt and teſtis, the mode 1 
have adopted of taking away blood, is by 
leeches repeatedly applied to the parts. 
In this courſe, however, I have often been 
interrupted by the topical inflammation, 
produced by theſe animals, around the parts 
where they faſtened. In delicate female 
habits, I have often loſt a week before 1 
could proceed to the re- application of them. 
When the ſymptoms lead me to ſuſpect 
the ſtomach, uterus, or any of the viſcera, 
to be fo affected, that the complaint either 
is, or moſt probably ſoon will become can» 
cerous, I then have recourſe to general 
bleedings. But whether topical or gene- 
ral, perſeverance for a ſufficient length of 
time is neceflary. Though the pulſe ne- 
ver indicated ſuch practice, yet the patients 
have not ſuffered by repeated bleedings; 
on the contrary, when they paſſed a cer- 
tain time of loſing blood, they felt a return 
of their ſymptoms, and of their own accord 
_— to be bled again. To this plan or 

yo | practice 
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practice of repeated bleedings, I W a 
milk and vegetable diet, avoiding wine, 
ſpirits, and fermented liquors, an open 
belly, and ſaturnine applications; I will 
give ſome caſes by way of illuſtrating the 

arg x more to the readers ating. tes” 


A: oon woman about fifty years a" age, 
was admitted a patient to the Surrey Diſ- 
penſary; ſhe ſaid ſhe had long been in a bad 
ſtate of health, the cauſe of which ſhe could 
not attribute to any irregularity in living, 
She was of a delicate habit of body, and 
not accuſtomed to the uſe of ſpirituous 
liquors. She ſuſpected that her complaints 
originated from her having been ex poſed 
for ſome time to the inclemency of the 
weather in 1785, in an open yard, as ſhe 
found herſelf generally indiſpoſed at that 
time, and went to bed, having taken ſome- 
thing warm, with the view of promoting 
the uſual diſcharge (of which ſhe had not 
any appearance for fix weeks), and- alſo to 
auen a ſickneſs and pain at her ſtomach 


and 


w$ * 
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and back, ſymptoms which ſhe: ſuppoſed 


to have ariſen from the obſtruction of her 


menſes. But in this; flattering hope he 
was much diſappointed, as they never aſter 
appeared, and her pains continued gradu- 
ally to encreaſe (and to uſe her on 
words), extend all over her bowels, par- 
ticularly after eating. Theſe ſymptoms 
continued without any intermiſſion (ex- 
cept of a few days at times) for fixteen 
months, during which time ſhe had re- 
peatedly applied to ſeveral regular as well 
as itinerant practitioners, without meeting 
with the leaſt relief. Vomits, bliſters, 


| | purgatives, and every other remedy that 


had been tried, 5 15 encreaſed * com- 
FRO | | 117 © 


« the 11 1700 I firſt ſaw har s at 
her lodgings in the Mint, with her head 
and ſhoulders raiſed, reſpiration being dif- 
ficult; the was moſt amazingly reduced 
in fleſh; her urine was ſmall in quantity, 


and 2 coloured; ſhe complained of 
thirſt, 
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thirſt. was coſtive, * her pulſe ſmall and 
frequent. Her complexion was of a can- 
cerous hue; ſhe complained of cold fits, 


attended with ſhiverings, and of a ſwell- 
Ang on the right fide of her belly, on exa- 


mination of which I found the abdomen 
was conſiderably diſtended by the diſeaſe, 
which I diſtinctly felt conſiderably indu- 
rated. As I have already obſerved, ſhe 


was very much emaciated; her appetite 


had been on the decline for ſome time 


before I ſaw her; no ſolids would lie on 
her ſtomach, as a vomiting enſued ſoon 


after eating, attended. with a. diſcharge: of 
blood, and very acrid offenſive matter. 


nn had the ſame unhappy effect, 


ſo that her body was neceſſarily kept open 
by clyſters only; and ſhe was nouriſhed 
by liquids. All theſe ſymptoms encreaſed 
for ſome time after I ſaw her, when death 
caſed her of the load of liſe, and freed her 
__ Og that exceed all EG 


70 | Le being dbtained t to open the body, 
Kück the 
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the ſtomach was found to be the part diſs | 
eaſed ; the great extremity was of a.naturab 
appearance ; but contained a great quantity 
of a chocolate coloured fluid, fo extremely 
offenſive, that the ſmell of it produced 
immediate ſickneſs, even to thoſe accuſ- 
tomed to every kind of diſſection. The 
middle of the ſtomach, ſmall extremity, 
and pylorus, formed a compound maſs, 
which was cloſely united to all the neigh- 
bouring parts. On the middle and fore 
part of the ſtomach, there was an ulcer of 
about the ſize of half a crown, with un- 
even ragged edges, through which ſome 
of the fluid was diſcharged into the cavity 
of the abdomen. The duodenum, ducts, 
and gall bladder, all adhered ſtrongly to 
the liver, and formed a maſs of great ſize. 
On being laid open, it diſcovered an exten- 
ſive cavity, with large cancerous knobs: 
appearing on its ſurface. But whether 
this was the original cavity ef the ſmall: 
extremity of the ſtomach, or of that part? 
of the 3 running in its neigh 
ety bourhood, 
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| bourhood, or of the general adhering maſs 
deftroyed by internal e is N 
to e oy . 


* 


The narrative of a caſe which is beyond 
the reach of our art, is not a pleaſing 
undertaking. A cancer of the ſtomach is 
one of thoſe melancholy caſes, which is | 
beyond the Mill of the moſt eminent of 
our profeſſion ; yet, as it is the duty of 
practitioners to avail themſelves of every 
opportunity of determining the preciſe 
nature of diſorders by diſſection, and of 
communicating them to the public, this 
caſe, and four other cancerous affections of 
the ſtomach, in my collection of diſeaſes, 
any gentleman of the Society, who will 
do me the honour of calling at my houſe, 5 
may examine; they are much more ex- 
tenſive than any, I have met with in any 
other unn or read of, either in Mor- 

Sag, 
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gagni, Bonetus, or any other. Theſe caſes, 
tberefore, may not be unacceptable to the 
Society, eſpecially as I flatter myſelf 1 
have by accident been able to throw ſome 
light on the nature, treatment, and pre- 
vention of this loathſomè diſeaſe; which 1 
ſhall give in a brief ſtatement, mY as 1 
_ beg 1494 mil gu, be, 27098 
el ee e ood ac amt 
. reaſon, I * a cha rb 
ladies who had apparently incipient” can- 
cerous affections of the ſtomach; who have 
by this means been cured, have requeſted 
that the ſymptoms and treatment ee 
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IN 2 5 year 1784, ry lady i in Clifford 
ſtreet, conſulted me about a lump ſhe had 
juſt diſcovered in her right breaſt; the 


firſt ſymptoms ſhe ſaid was a ſtretching 


fulneſs/ iii the purt, attended with an ap- 
preſſion at the ſtomach. As theſe com- 
plaints: were but ſligbt, and exactly ſimi lar 
to thoſe ſnhe had been accuſtomed to, pre- 
ceding the appearance of her menſes, or 
what uſually ſacceeded conceptiob;:: 
did not think it neceſſary to take an oh 
nion of her caſe for a fortnight afterwards, 
when au increaſed hardneſs attended, with 
a darting pricking pain, particularly after 
being handled, very juſtly alarmed her. 
She was forty-nine years of age, aud had 
no appearance of the catamenia for ſix 
weeks before ſhe had perceived the lump, 


which was clearly a ehe forming that 


22 43 muſt 


2 3 
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muſt in a little time require an operation. 
Between the ſeventh and eighth week 
from the former appearance, ſhe had a 
plentiful flow of the catamenia, which 
laſted longer than uſual, during which 
time the lump ſubſided, and the pain went, 
off entirely. We were agreeably fſur- 
priſed, and attributed the cure to the retutn 
of the menſes; and we agreed, when 
theſe ceaſed entirely, if her complaints 
returned afterwards, to ſubſtitute bleeding, 
to the amount of three or four ounces, 

every ſix weeks or two months, to keep 

her body open, and make her live abſte- 
miouſly, by which ſhe has remained free 

from a relapſe theſe three years, 


F'liave met with a great many caſes 
ſince, at the ceſſation of the menſes, fimi» 
lar to that mentioned, which I have | 
treated with 5 ſame ſucceſs, | 


ERB . Cann: 
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CAS E III. 


ELIZABETH ROBINSON, be- 
ing admitted a patient at the Surrey Diſ- 


penſary, in April 1784, ſaid ſhe kept a 
coal-thed in Bermondſey- ſtrect; and that 
ſhe had for ſix months been afflited with 
a ſwelling and pain in her breaſt ; that 


ſhe heard it was cancerous, and deſired 


my afſiſtance. The tumor was incom- 
preffibly hard to the touch, and gave her 
very acute pain, after being handled ; the 
nipple was contracted, and the veins of 


the ſkin varicous ; the lancinating and 


darting pains encreaſed with the diſeaſe. 


Being perfectly ſatisfied that it was a true 
ſcirrhus, I put her under a courſe of cicuta 
in as large quantities as ſhe could poſſibly 
bear, guarding againſt its narcotic effects, 
and applying the Ag. Veg. Min. externally. 


By theſe means and a proper regimen 


being 
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being obſerved, ſhe thought herſelf re- 
lieved for a time; but at the end of eight 


weeks, not receiving a eure; ſhe became 


tired of my preſcriptions, gave up her 
letter of recommendation unknown to me, 
and I heard no more of her for two 
months, when ſhe returned and gave me 
the following account; viz. She had 
been informed, that the gentlemen of the 
Weſtminſter Infirmary were famous for 
the cure of .cancerous complaints, that ſhe 
had been two months under the care of 
Mr. Juſtamond, without experiencing much 
relief, and therefore was returned to ſub- 
mit to whatever I thought proper. I im- 
mediately took her under my care, put her 
upon a milk and vegetable diet, and or- 
dered four leeches to be applied every 
ſecond day. This plan ſoon produced a 
diminution of the ſize of the diſeaſe, pain, 
and all its concomitant ſymptoms 5 and 
in nine weeks ſhe returned thanks to Mr. 
Johnſon, the Governor who recommended 
_ being perfectly cured, From the loſs: 

E 2 of 
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=_ WT: blood ſhe became very thin and pale, 
=x inſomuch that her acquaintance appre- 
| hended ſhe was become conſumptive, and 
1 adviſed her not to loſe any more blood. 
Butñ the uncommon benefit ſhe experi- 
pl 4 enced, induced her to perſcvere, and ſhe 
8 ſoon recovered her health and vigor, which 
== the has enjoyed without the leaſt inter- 


ruption ever ſince. 


T: 

— * — _ 
CCC EI 
* — —— a ; uy 
———— — In * 


6 IN a converſation with Mr. Juſtamond 
p | upon this caſe, he candidly acknowledged 
\ he had given the martial flowers and cor- 
= roſive ſublimate, without the withed-for 
| ſucceſs, ; 5 „ 
ä " 
i CASE 
bt 
i 
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CASE IV. 


] WAS conſulted by Mr. ——; aged 
fifty-one, for a ſcirrhus of the teſticle. 
which had been two years forming, dur- 
ing which time, the ſize, weight and pain, 
had conſiderably encreaſed. The ſper- 
matic chord was a little thickened, and 
the teſticle hard and conſiderably enlarged. 
The darting pains were ſo frequent at 
times as to deprive him of his natural reſt. 
The caſe having been ſuſpected to be ves 
nereal, he had been put under a well · con- 
ducted courſe of mercury for five weeks, 
which only encreaſed his complaints. Be- 
ing an inhabitant of Colcheſter, ſea-bath- 
ing was. fully and fairly tried without the 
leaſt good effect, on the ſuppoſition that 
his diſeaſe was ſcrophulous, 


on his application to me, 1 aid not 
| E 3 entertain 
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ity eentertain a doubt concerning the nature of 
: his complaint, and therefore ordered ten 
| 


- ounces of blood from the arm, and leeches 
to be applied to the part at leaſt thrice a 
week. To this I joined an abſtemious 
| regimen, and kept his body open. This 
palüan was continued only ten weeks (during 
= which time he was occafionally ſeen by 
<< Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Beal, an India ſurgeon, 
and Mr. Day of Colcheſter) when he was 
il NP cured. 
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CAGE'V. 


A VERY delicate female, of reſpect- 
able family, only nineteen years of age, 
who had not been married, was attacked 
with a fickneſs at her ſtomach, attended 
with frequent vomitings and pain in the 
region of her loins, which was encreaſed 
on bending her body forward. She alfo 
complained of great pain about the uterus, 
which the deſcribed to be conſtant, extend« 
ing down her thighs, with a frequent pro- 
penſity to diſcharge her urine, in paſſing 
which, ſhe ſuffered conſiderable pain; it 
alſo ſtopped fuddenly, the pain continuing 
for fome time after. She had likewiſe a 

difcharge of mucus from the urethra, ac- 
companied with ſtraining and uneaſineſs. 
Her pulſe was quick and low (about nine- 
ty) as in hectic fever; her tongue white, 
She was ſometimes coſtive, and at other 
5 1 ulimes 
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times ſubject to a diarrhoea, which con- 
tinued for ſome days. Her phyſician, a 
gentleman of the very firſt eminence in 

town, preſcribed for her, and deſired ſhe 
might be examined with the ſound, as 
the ſymptoms gave reaſon to ſuſpect there 
was a ſtone in the bladder. I accordingly 

examined her, but no ſtone was felt. The 
ſymptoms continuing and encreafing in 
violence, the Doctor prevailed on the lady 
to ſubmit to a ſecond examination, which 
ſhe complied with, but ſtill no ſtone. could 
be found. To theſe complaints were 
added, during the laſt four months of our 
patient's life, the uſual ſymptoms attend» 
ing on hectic patients. | 
Io TAIN ED leave to open the body, 
and, on examination, found the viſcera of 
the abdomen and thorax perfectly free 
from the leaſt appearance of diſeaſe. But 
on viewing the peritoneum, extending over 
the uterus and bladder, I diſcovered marks 
of inflammatioh ; and, on further exami- 
| nation, 
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nation, found all the contents 'of the pel- 
vis conſiderably inflamed. Having laid 
open the urethra and bladder, I found the 
inflammation general and uniform through- 
out both, without the leaſt appearance of 
a ſtone. 


O opening the uterus, I found a ſcir- 
rhus of the cervix uteri, which unravelled 
the cauſe of our patient's death, and which 
had produced the inflammatory appearance 
throughout the contents of the pelvis. 


I nave thought proper to record this 
caſe, as a very important one; becauſe it 
proves, that at a very early period indeed, 
this diſeaſe may prove fatal. We ſhould 
therefore be ſo far on our guard, to expect 
the exiſtence of this diſeaſe at any period 
of life, when the ſymptoms lead us to 
form ſuch opinion; which, had we done 
in this caſe, we might probably have ſaved 
our patient, by adopting the plan I have 
juſt ventured - to recommend. Another 

| circumſtance, 
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circumſtance, in this caſe, highly deſerving 
attention is, that a difeaſe of the uterus 
may. produce ſymptoms, very ſimilar to 
thoſe of a ſtone in the bladder. 


CONCLUSION. 


TO thoſe very important facts, which 
prove bleeding to be a ſpecific, in the early 
ſtages of ſcirrhous complaints, I muſt alſo 
add, that even in apparently reduced and 

ſhattered conſtitutions, when the diſeaſe 
has been of long continuance, attended 
with affections of the lungs, ſcirrhus of the 
kidnies, liver, or any of the viſcera; and 

laſtly, with cholicky pains in the bowels, 
a cadaverous countenance, becoming yel- 
lo, wan, and fallow, the diſeaſe being 
entirely beyond operation, cicuta and opium 

failing in their wie heavenly effects, ſmall 
bleedings 
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bleedings have the moſt happy, the moſt 
immediate, and the moſt deſirable good 
effects, in mitigating the ſufferings of the 
patient, whoſe approaching fate we are 
unable to prevent. 


To thoſe caſes many more might be 
added; but I think the fats ſufficient, 
in confirmation of which, I have the plea» 
ſure to inform the Society, that any meme 
ber who will call on me, may have occular 
demonſtration of three caſes I have at pre» 


ſent under my care, which are n to 
this method of cure. 


Auguſt 4th, 1788. 


THE method laid down and recom» 
mended in the foregoing paper, has un- 
queſtionably proved fucceſsful in many 

ſcirrhous caſes. Yet it muſt be confeſſed, 
char 
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that we very frequently meet with pa- 
tients, ſo tortured and reduced, by the 
progreſs or advanced ſtate of this com- 
plaint, that no time ſhould be loſt, in en- 
deavouring to preſerve life and reſtore 
health, by the immediate extirpation or 
removal of the diſeaſed maſs. It muſt alſo 
be obſerved, that we too often meet with 
this diſeaſe, either ſo ſituated in reſpect to 
the parts affected, or in a ſtate ſo exceed- 
ingly advanced, the habit being univerſally 
tainted, and the viſcera generally affected, 
that it would be madneſs to attempt either 
to cure or relieve the patient by any opera- 
tive means. 


SPEAKING therefore of cancerous 
complaints, in reſpeC to treatment, I think 
they may very properly be divided into 
two kinds, _—_— 


"Fins r. Such as admit of extirpatian 
or removal by chirurgical operation. 


4+ | - 


SECOND. 
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SECOND. Such as from their ſituation, 
exceedingly advanced ſtate, and con- 
comitant circumſtances, do not admit of 
chirurgical operation, or removal. 


IN thoſe of the firſt claſs, the cure 
conſiſts in the deſtruction or extirpation of 
the diſeaſed parts. The firſt is effected by 
chemical means, viz. the application of 
cauſtic, or by exciting inflammation to a 
greater degree in the parts than they are 
able to ſupport, and they of courſe die. 
Arſenic produces this effect; and the baſis 
of Plunket's Noſtrum, which has made ſo 
much noiſe in the world, is arſenic. Its 
virtues have been much over- rated, yet 
arſenic would appear on the whole prefer- 
able to cauſtic, on account of its action 
being more confined to the diſeaſed parts. 
The fecond, or extirpation by the knife, 
is undoubtedly the preferable mode of 
cure. — But in patients who have an un- 
conquerable averſion to the knife, I think 
the deſtruction of the diſeaſed parts, 


- 
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by chemical meaus, ſhould not be neg- 
lected. 


Ir has already been mentioned, that iu 
this treatiſe, cancerous affections of the 
+ breaſt and teſtis are the chief objects in 
view; yet I may venture to ſay, that in 
every topical circumſcribed ſcirrhus or 
cancer, where the part is ſo ſituated that 
it may be extirpated or removed, without 
neceſſarily endangering the life of the pa- 
tient; the ſooner ſuch part is removed, 
when the diſeaſe is characteriſed, the bet- 
ter chance will the patient have of a per- 
feft cure. All cancers, therefore, whe- 
ther of the breaſt or teſtis, or in whatever 
part of the body, ſo ſituated and circum- 
ſtanced, may be reckoned of that kind, 
which admits of extirpation. But how- | 
ever favourably ſituated, and circumſtauced, 
the part affected may be, it muſt be ob- 
| ſerved, that the removal of it does not 
afford any abſolute certainty, that the diſ- 
eaſe will never after appear, either in that 

or 
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or any other part of the body ; all that we 
can venture to ſay is, that (ceteris paribus) 
the earlier the operation 1s performed, the 
greater probability there will be, of the 
diſeaſe not returning: But this conſidera- 
tion ought to have no weight, in diſſuading 
any perſon from ſubmitting to an opera- 
tion, which appears (all circumſtances con- 
ſidered) neceflary and proper, and which 
moſt frequently proves effectual; on the 
contrary it ought to operate very power» 
fully in perſuading the patient to have the 
part extirpated at an early period ; when 
the pain muſt be leſs, and proſpect of ſuc- 
ceſs greater. Beſides, no one can be ſe- 
cure againſt the moſt dreadful termination. 

of a complaint of this nature, who nurſes 
a truly characteriſed ſcirrhus, in the hope 
that it may remain indolent and inoffenſive 
for a great many years, and, perhaps, 
never produce any bad effects. It is ne- 
ceſſary to inform ſuch, that the part affect: 
ed ſhould be extirpated, as ſoon as the 
diſeaſe is clearly aſcertained: for though 
| | a ſimple. 
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a ſimple ſcirrhus may remain indolent for 
many years, yet it may ſuddenly change 

its appearance, aud rapidly prove deſtruc- 

tive, if not minutely attended to by a judi- 
cious practitioner. 


- NoTw1THSTANDING what 1 have 
ſaid of the early extirpation of the diſeaſed 
part, I would not be underſtood to infer, 
that where this has been neglected, till the 
diſeaſe is in a more advanced ſtate, the 
operation muſt always be improper : on 
the contrary, I have reaſon to think, that 
in cancers both of the breaſt and teſtis, 
the operation has often been given up as 
unadviſeable, when it might have been 
performed with a probability of ſucceſs, 
Whether this was the reſult of reading 
and ſpeculative opinion without practice, 
or proceeded from the bad ſucceſs attend» 
ing the manner of operating heretofore 
practiſed, I ſhall not attempt to determine; 
but only mention ſome ſymptoms, which, 
experience informs me, ſhould not pro- 
ene . hibit 
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hibit the operation, as they too often have 
done. N 585 | 


Or this kind are enlargement of the 
part, attended with frequent, or conſtant, 
and increaſing pain; diſeaſed glands in the 
axilla, ſmall indurated glands round the 
breaſt, diſeaſed and ulcerated ſkin, adhe- 
fions to the pectoral muſcle, and alſo to 
the ribs. Theſe, we muſt allow, are un- 
favourable ſymptoms, denoting a great 
progreſs of the diſeaſe. But from the fol- 
lowing caſes it will appear that they ought 
by no means to prohibit the operation: 
eſpecially when we conſider the deplorable 
fituation of a patient, (which baffles all 
deſcription) when left a victim to the fury 
of this diſeaſe. And if at ſuch an advanced 
ſtate, the operation is often attended with 
ſucceſs, we certainly have reaſon to enter- 
tain far greater hopes from it, at an earlier 


period. Indeed I cannot help thinking it 


a matter ſcarcely admitting a doubt, that 
many who have died of this excru- 
tn | F _ clating, 
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ciating, loathſome diſeaſe, might have been 
preſerved to the community, as well as to 
thoſe relations and connections, to whom 
their lives were valuable; the greater 
number of them never experiencing a re- 
turn of the complaint. had they ſubmitted 
to the operation in time. 


Uror the whole, therefore, I cannot 
too ſtrongly urge the neceſſity and advan- 
tage of having recourſe to the operation 
at an early period, as the only remedy ; to 
deſcribe which, it would be proper now to 
procecd ; but as the ſuperior advantages of 
that particular operation, which I am about 
to recommend, depend, in a great meaſure, 
on Union by the Fuſt Intention, it may 
not be improper to premiſe a few obſerva- 
tions on that ſubject. 


@BSER- 
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Is a ID "SM. 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE  DIF= = 
FERENT PROCESSES OF NA- 
TURE IN HEALING WOUNDS, 
MORE ESPECIALLY ON WHAT 
IS CALLED UNION BY THE 
FIRST INTENTION. 


| TRE benevolent Author of Nature, for 
great and good purpoſes, has implanted a ; 
law in the animal ceconomy, very preva- "4 
lent in the living human body particularly, "0 
whereby parts perfectly ſeparated or divided 
by wounds, are ſtrongly diſpoſed to unite ;: 
eſpecially if brought into contact immedi». 
ately and retained in that ſituation. 


IN freſh inciſed wounds, this diſpoſi- 
tion to unite is ſo great, that by bringing 
the parts evenly and cloſely together, and 

retaining them ſo, they will be ſlightly 
neg together in the ſpace of an hour or 
F 2 | two, 
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two, and if not diſturbed and ſeparated by 
force, conſtitutional diſeaſe, or ſome other 
_ cauſe, will perfectly unite and heal, with- 
out inflammation or ſuppuration taking 
place. This may be called the firſt natu- 
ral proceſs, or what Surgeons denominate 
$6 Union by the Firſt Intention.” | 


Bo r in this ſalutary 4 nature is too 
often fruſtrated; for it often happens in 
large wounds, attended with great effuſion of 
blood, that the proper treatment of ſtop- 
ping the hæmorrhage, by taking up the 
veſſels that require it, and then bringing 
the parts cloſely into contact, and retain- 
ing them by ligature, if neceflary, has 
not in time been adopted, and thereby the 

opportunity and advantage of Union by 
the Firſt Intention has been loſt ; yet na- 
ture does not ſtop here, in her efforts to 
unite the parts; for when the effuſion of 
blood has ceaſed, and the mouths of the 
veſſels from whence it flowed are retract- 
ed or - collapſe, even though inflammation. 
3 5 N may 
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may have taken place, i in ſome degree, if 
the parts be then brought into contact and - 
detained, they will unite without ſuppura- 
tion taking place; but neither ſo ſoon, nor 


with ſo much eaſe as if they had been pro- 


; 
V 
5 


perly treated in time. 


T RIS may be called the Second Pro- 


ceſs of Nature, or the Secondary Union, 


by inflammatory exudation, or adheſive 
inflammation, mentioned by the late great 
avatomiſt Dr. Hunter, by his brother Mr. 
John Hunter, by O'Halloran, &c. | 


Bur in caſe this ſecond opportunity” 
is loſt, or abuſed by the interpoſition of any 
extraneous body, which can'only ſerve to 
keep the parts aſunder, yet nature ſtill pro- 
ceeds to accompliſh the great and ſalutary 
purpoſe intended from the beginning, of 
uniting and healing the parts, but by the. 
different means of ſuppuration, granula- 
tion, &c. N 


3 Tuts 
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Tui1s may be called the third and laſt 
proceſs of nature. Of each of theſe na- 
tural proceſſes, we have as infallible de- 
monſtration, as any mathematical theorem 

can admit of. 8 


Or the firſt proceſs, we have daily 
proofs in the immediate union of inciſed 
wounds. As in blood letting, when the 
orifice becomes united a few hours after 
the operation, when the lips have been pro- 
perly brought together and kept in con- 
tact; but if this be neglected, inflamma- 
tion and ſuppuration are often the conſe- 
quence. 


Svcu are the indubitable proofs of the 
firſt proceſs, which tend to illuſtrate the 
doctrine of Union by the Firſt Intention, 
and alſo to prove, that the parts of an ani- 
mal, however diſſimilar, or even parts of 
different animals, have a ſtrong tendency 
to unite, and become a part of the body, 
ſo long as they retain life or the living 
| principle; 


ON CANCERS: 87 


principle; but if an old extracted, or dead 
tooth, or ſpur were made uſe of, different 


effects would follow, for they would then 


act as any other extraneous body, and of 
courſe, produce inflammation, ſuppuras 5 
tion, &c. 12 4 I 


J 


Tur proafh of the ſecond proceſs are 
equally undeniable. For inſtance, if the 
teſticle of a living cock be cut out and 
immediately introduced through a proper 
inciſion into the belly of a living fowl, the 
inciſion will heal up, and the teſticle ad- 
here or grow to the inteſtines of the 
fowl. | 


There are other experiments of a curi- 
ous nature, which more fully and exten- 
ſively prove the exiſtence of this principle. 
For inſtance, if a cock's comb be cut off, 
and a found human tooth, freſh extracted, 
immediately and properly applied, and re- 
tained in that poſition, they will unite and 
1 * ; ſo that by injecting the 

F . 1 
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comb, PE tooth may be injected alſo. 1 
like manner, if a cock's ſpur be cut off, 
and applied to the freſh wound, made by 
cutting off the comb, it will adhere and 
grow there; and ſhews that it is only ne- 
ceſſary that one ſurface ſhould be inflam+ 


ed, to throw out coagulable lymph, and 
Schon takes e 5 


\ 


i 


| Tu ERE are many other proofs of this 
proceſs, as the adheſion of the lungs to 
the plzura, which are often conſiderable 
without any ſenſible inconvenience ; the 
union of the chin to the breaſt ; the adhe- 

| ſion of the viſcera to the peritoneum. Of 
this a remarkable inſtance lately happened 
in a perſon that was ſhot through the bel- 
ly, at the time of the riots in the year 
1780, who died about four years after, In 
conſequence of the wound, inflammation 
took place, and produced general adheſions 
of the viſcera to the peritoneum through- 
out the cavity of the abdomen :- yet the 
Perſon was not ſubject to any parti- 


cular | 
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cular pain or ſenſation in conlequence "RE 
thin union. | 


IN all theſe caſes of inflammation of 
the internal cavities, when recent, a buffy 
cruſt or covering is found on their ſurface 
which is an exſudation of coagulable lymp 
thrown out by the inflamed veſſels, and 
which afterwards becomes the bond of uni- 
on when adheſion takes place, 

 ANoTHER remarkable inſtance came 
under my care lately at the Surrey Dif 
penſary. | | 


A Poor lad, about ten years old, had 
been afflicted by an adheſion, formed five 
years before, when he had the ſmall pox ; 
the adheſion was at the right angle of the 
mouth, which was ſomewhat retracted by 
it, and together with the cheek, adhered 
ſtrongly to the upper and under jaw; his 
upper jaw projected a little over the under, 
an though he could move the latter a lit- 
4 tle 
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tile from fide to fide; backward and for- 


ward; he could not in the leaſt open his 
mouth: ſo that during the time mentioned 
he may ſtrict propriety be ſaid to have 
lived by ſuction. He was very much 
afflicted on caſting the molares which he 
was forced to ſwallow. On diſſecting 
through the adheſion, and ſeparating the 
angle of the mouth and the cheek from 
both jaws where the adheſions were form- 
ed; he was able to open his mouth, but a 


. * Httle more than before the operation; this 


J attributed to the rigidity of the tempo- 
ral, maſſeter, and other muſcles, from fo 
long a ſtate of contraction; and accord- 
ingly the complaint yielded to warm re- 
laxing anodyne fomentations, &. My 
friend Mr. Gilleſpey aſſiſted in performing 
this 4 A 


| Theſe are proofs of the ſecond Natural 
Proceſs, to which many others might be 
added if neceſſary. 


IN 
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I proof of the third Natural Proceſs, or 
union by ſuppuration, granulation, &c. it 
would be as abſurd to offer any arguments, 
as to attempt by a tedious diſſertation to 
prove an axiom or ſelf-evident truth that 
what does exiſt does exiſt. 


THE old method of amputation, deep 
phagedenick ulcers, compound fractures, 
and in ſhort all caſes of loſs of ſubſtance, 
are ſufficient inſtances of this proceſs, 
| where nature fooner or later according to 
the ſtate of the conſtitution, fets about 
a reſtoration and union of the parts op 
ſuppuration, granulation, &c. 


\ IT is to be regretted that there are too 
many inſtances of this proceſs in the prac- 
tice of Surgery, which might have been 
prevented to the great advantage of the 
patient, had nature been in the leaſt aſſiſt : 
ed either in the © or ſecond Large 


Sven 1 humbly conceive to be the law, 
| and 
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ſuch the ſteps which nature takes in the 
healing art. Of theſe I have been an at- 
tentive obſerver, I have ſtudied and admir- 
ed them; and have endeavoured, as far as 
_ a. very moderate capacity, and the oppor- 
tunities I have had, would permit me, to 
derive from thence ſome uſeful practical 
knowledge. Had men of ſuperior abili- 
dies in the profeſſion been more attentive 
to the order and progreſs of theſe proceſſes, 
and to the operations of the vis medica- 
trix nature, inſtead of fabricating fine ſpun 
ſpeculative theories, the healing art muſt 
before this time have been Wee to a 
much greater degree of improvement. 
We ſhould not have ſeen patients ſo long 
tortured, by pouring ſtimulating pernici- 
ous balſams into wounds, or by the inter- 
poſition of extraneous bodies; all which 
applications tend greatly to multiply the 
ſufferings of the patient, and protract the 
cure, for many weeks; which might have 
been compleated by the firſt intention or 
ans Proceſs in a. few days. I fancy I 
$- 4424 may 


* 
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may ſafely ſay, the attempts to favour 
either the -firſt or ſecond proceſs, in the 
chirurgical art, would have been a huns 
dred to one more numerous, even withiu 
the laſt ten years. As all the ſuperior 
advantages attending, and reſulting from 
the following method of operating, are 

derived from the firſt Natural Proceſs, o  * 
Union by the Firſt Intention; it may be 
expected, I ſhould ſay ſomething on the 
nature of, this Union, and the manner in 
which it takes place. 


T x k manner in which this Union takes 
place, ſeems to be as follows. In a freſh 
inciſed wound, there is an effuſion of blood 
from the veſſels divided. If theſe veſſels 
are ſo inconſiderable, that the contractile 
power of their fibres is ſufficient very ſoon ; 
to put a ſtop to the effuſion of blood, by 
retracting aud cloſing their mouths; it 
would be very unneceſſary to infli& pain 
by the uſe of the needle and ligature. 
However, the anatomical knowledge of 

| the 
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the part, where a wound happens, and of 

the veſſel or veſſels divided, may always 
prove ſufficient to direct a judicious prac- 
titioner : but, for the benefit of thoſe who 
had very little experience, I hope I ſhall 
be excuſed in obſerving, that the uſe of 
ſtyptics ſhould not be relied on, where the 

bleeding veſſel is large, or can be conve- 
niently and ſafely come at; but where it 
cannot, as in hemorrhage from ſcorbutic 

fores, of the penis, mouth, noſe, &c. the 
moſt efficacious and ſafe ſtyptic we can 
apply is oil of turpentine frequently re- 
newed to the bleeding ſurface, which has 
wonderfully ſucceeded, - where ſtronger 
ſtyptics have failed, and produced inflam- 
mation and a floughing of the. edges of 
the wound. We ſhould likewiſe be care- 
ful not to truſt to compreſs, when an ar- 

. tery any way conſiderable happens to be 
divided; for by ſuch practice I have often 
ſeen, at the diſtance of ſeveral days, an 
hemorrhage ſo great, as to make it un- 
avoidably neceſſary for a Surgeon, not only 
| to 
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to open the wound, but to make a freſh + 
inciſion, in order to get at, and take up 
the veſſel, that might and ought to have 


been ſecured by. ligature at firſt ; by .neg- 


lecting which, the patient is put to unne- 
ceſſary pain, and the opportunity of uniting 
the parts by the Firſt Intention totally 
loſt. But to return from this digreſſion, 
the hemorrhage ceaſing, by the veſſel or 
veſſels being taken up, if neceſſary, other- 
wiſe allowed to retract, there will be ſome 
coagulated blood in the wound, when 
brought together, which will of courſe 
ſeparate ; the ſerous part will ooze out of 
the wound, the red particles will be ab- 
| ſorbed, and the coagulable lymph will 
become a kind of gluten or bond of Union 
between the parts. This gluten or uniting 
medium is at firſt inorganic ; but at length 
becomes both vaſcular and nervous. But 
that change requires time, while nature 
endeavours-to defend the adheſion formed, 
by uniting the ſkin or lips of the wound 
by cicatrix ; ſuch I imagine to be the ſim- 

| X | ple, 


8 F 
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ple, and at the fame time grand, wonders 
ſul, and efficacious progreſs of Nature, in 
forming a union of parts, by the Firſt 
Intention, by retracting and cloſing the 
veſſels, abſorbing or diſcharging the re- 
dundant or unneceflary fluids, glueing the 
parts together by an uniting medium; and 
laſtly, by cicatrizing, and even organizing 
this uniting medium. If 1 have erred 
in an humble attempt to explain this pro- 
greſs, it will give me very little concern. 
That ſuch proceſs or union takes place, is 
an indubitable fat; and it is of the fact 
itſelf, and not of the manner in which it 
is brought about, that I with to avail my- 
| elf in practice. Neither do I venture to 
aſſert, that this union will univerſally, or - 
without exception, ſucceed. For in a 
weak conſtitution, Union by the Firſt In- 
tention very ſeldom, or ſcarcely ever takes 
place. This is cauſed perhaps by the 
blood's being indued with leſs of the prin-. 
ciple of life, and in conſequence of this, a 
great backwardneſs to heal. But in ſome 
conſtitutions 
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conſtitutions adheſion and ſuppuration cans 
not take place, and inflammation conti- 

nues. This often happens to dropſical 
patients, and mortification enſues; but in 
other caſes there is not ſtrength enough to 
produce inflammation, after a ſolution of 
continuity, as in dropſical patients, alſo in 


tapping, ſo that the wounds keep open, 


and the water is diſcharged through them. 


Bur, I believe I may venture to ſay, 


that in almoſt all the inſtances where it 
does not ſucceed, in a healthy conſtitu- 
tion, the fault may juſtly be attributed to 
neglect or miſmanagement, From my 
own practice I can aſſert, that in all the 


operations I have performed, either on the 


breaſt or teſticle, it never once failed. 


Havins given the few practical re- 
marks that occurred to me under the head 
3 6 of 
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EE. of cancers which admit of extirpation; 1 
am -now come to mention ſuch, as from 
their nature, fituation, and fymptoms, do 
mot aUmit-of extirpation. | 


or 
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OF THE SECOND KIND, OR SUCH 
AS DO NOT ADMIT OF EX TIR. 
PATION BY A CHIRURGICAL 

OPERATION, | 


* 
> 


Ir might be thought rather unneceſ- 
ſary for me to take much notice, when 
there can be no hopes of a cure. But 
though I admit, that in ſuch caſes we 
cannot entertain hopes of a cure, yet I 
thall venture to offer ſome remarks, which 
I hope will not be thought unworthy ate 
tention, if they anſwer the purpoſe of 
giving timely warnipg of their danger to 
thoſe, in whom the diſeaſe is only in 
its infancy or, early period, or have any 
weight in perſuading them to take the 
neceſſary ſteps in proper time, to prevent 
the worſt, conſequences. For to fuck 

5 perſons 
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perſons the obſervation of the Poet ſhould 
be a leſſon: 


Fxlir quem faciumt aliena pericula cautum. 


To return from this digreſſion, the ex- 
tirpation may be impracticable by the diſ- 
eaſed part being ſituated in, or connected 
with ſome vital part, or adhering to ſome 
conſiderable artery. 1 


On if the part externally affected ſhould 
admit of extirpation, yet there may be 
other circumſtances that would render it 
very imprudent in a Surgeon to recom- 
mend the operation. Of ſuch caſes we 
have but too many inſtances, when the 
diſeaſe has been of long continuance, lat- 
terly attended with pains in the bowels, 
and the patient's countenance is become 
wan, fallow, and cadaverous. Here we, 
are led to ſuſpect a tainted Habit, with 
cancerous affections of the viſcera, beyond 
the reach of ſurgery; conſequently, that 
ä | | the 
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the extirpation of any part within our 
reach can anſwer no good purpoſe. In 


ſcirchus of the teſticle eſpecially, when it 
has continued fo long, that the ſpermatic 


chord is become indurated, knotty, pain- 
ful, and uneven as far up as can be felt; 
however urgent the patient may then be, 
for the removal of the teſticle, little hopes 
can be entertained from the operation. 


7 
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dr THE PALLIATIVE PLAN, OR 
METHOD TO BE, PURSUED IN 
CASES THAT DO NOT ADMIT 
OF REMOVAL BY CHIRURGICAL © 

OPERATION. 


SUCH eaſes admit of little aid, either 
from the Phyfician or Surgeon ; all we 
can aim at is to mitigate, as far as in our 
power, the ſufferings of a patient, whoſe 
approaching fate we are unable to prevent. 
In order to accompliſh this defirable ob- 
jeQ, the cicuta of all the medicines now 
in uſe, claims a preference, becauſe it is 
apparently anodyne, promotes -reſt, and 
' eaſes pain. The powder and extract are 
the moſt uſual forms for giving it in. 
The powder is the moſt nauſeous way, 
but leſs liable to variation in its ſtrength 
than the extract, the effects of which are 
.often much impaired by applying an over» | 
heat 1 in its preparation, and gathering the 

plant 
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plant at an improper ſeaſon. Whichever 
of theſe preparations be uſed, it ſhould 
always be begun in final dofes, and in- 
creafed ſtep by ſtep, till we get as high ag 
the patient can bear, which will be known 
by its producing nervous affections, ſuch 
as a giddineſs of the head, a painful ſenſa- 
tion in the eyes, and a trembling agitation 
of the body. With fuch views 1 have 
gone ſo far as to give four ounces of the 
powder of hemlock in the ſpace of twenty 
| four hours. If we ſtop ſhort af the full 
doſe, we ſhall ſeldom have the fame good 
effect from it, and by increafing it gra- 
dually we fhall be able to ſuit it to all 


conſtitutions, ſorne beariug much largex + - 


doſes of it than others. In ſtrumous ha» 
bits it will almoſt always afford a n 
able temporary relief. | 


We ought, however, every now and - 
then, to vary our internal and external 
remedies; for the ſtomach, or any other 
part, which has been ſome time accuſtom- 
G 4 ed 
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ed to any particular remedy, will gradually 
decome inſenſible of its action, and it will 
of courſe loſe its effect; but if there be a 
proper interval, the habit will become 
again as ſenſible of the ſtimulus as ever. 
Hence it is that brandy drinkers from 
continued uſe of the liquor, will require 
three or four times the quantity to intox- 
icate them, which would have the ſame 
effect when they firſt began. 


Fox the ſame reaſon the Turks will 
bear as much opium, from uſing them- - 
. ſelves to eat it, as would kill an European 
unaccuſtomed to its action. But if either 
of theſe inebriating things be diſcontinued 
for a time, the ſame doſe that had but lit- 
tle effect when it was left off, will have 
powerful ones on the recommencement of 
its uſe, the ſtomach by this time having 
recovered its ſenſibility. Therefore when 
the cicuta begins” to loſe its effects, we 
ſhould try the night-ſhade, and after that 
opiates in larger doſes, and by thus pru- 

| | dently 
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dently changing our mode of treatment as . 
eircumſtances ariſe, we conſiderably pal- 
liate the ſymptoms, and render the ſufferings 
of our miſerable patients much more tole- 
rable than they would otherwiſe have been. 


In the mean time the patient ſhould 
live abſtemiouſly, avoiding animal food, 
wines, ſpirits, and fermented liquors, as 
heating, ſtimulating, and tending to in- 
creaſe pain; a milk and vegetable diet 
therefore in ſuch caſes is the moſt proper. 
The ſea air, aſſes milk, and ſmall. bleed- 
ings, at proper intervals, contribute much 
to alleviate the ſufferings of our patients. 


WIr E reſpect to the external mode of 
palliation, the cicuta poultice will perhaps 
claim the firſt place, and then the carrot 
and linſeed meal poultice, after this opium 
applied either in form of a powder, or the 
lint wetted in a ſolution of it in warm 
water. Thus varying our external as well 
as our internal plan, we may conſiderably 
alleviate the pangs of the miſerable ſuf- 

. | | ferer. 
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terer. Dr. Jacniſch, at Peterſburgh, already 
quoted, much extols the uſe of ſaturnine 
apphcations in powder; his manner of 
prepating them is the following: Take of 


white or red lead three ounces, which is 


to be rubbed in a leaden mortar with a 
peſtle of the fame, till it doubles its weight; 
to this is to be added, by little and little, 
fix ounces of Goulard's Extract, and rub- 
ded as before, till they are intimately mixed 


and form a dry powder. This powder 


fprinkled on the parts, he ſays, allays the 
heat, reſiſts putrefaction, impedes the 
growth of fungous fleſh, and ſtops the 


hemorrhage, and oftentimes mitigates the 


pains, I with it may be found upon trial 
to merit the encomiums he beſtows on. it, 
and that he may not have faid too much 
in it's pratſe ; however I think it very 
worthy of further trial. The plan here 
recommended to be purſued is entirely for 
thoſe cafes of cancer where the operation 
has been delayed too long, or where the 


part hes out of the way of an operation, 


as in cancer of the uterus, liver, or any of 
925 the 
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the viſcera. Bur where chere is n objec- 
tion to the extirpation of the cancer from 
its ſituation, the ſooner it is performed, 
after the diſeaſe is diſcovered, the better, $ 
as the 1 80 certain remedy. 


"4 AM inclined to think, many caſes of 
the foregoing deſcription reſult from miſe 
management, when the ſurgeon” has not 
ſufficiently recommended or urged the 
operation in time ; or the patient from an 
imprudent dread of it, has had recourſe to 
ſome ignorant pretender or quack, and 
has been deluded with the hopes of a 
cure till the diſeaſe has made ſuch havock 
in the conſtitution, as leaves us without 
the leaſt hope of attempting any thing 
with ſucceſs ; theſe caſes are the more to 
be lamented, when we have reaſon to 
think, that by extirpation of the part at an 
early period, the patient might probably 
never after experience a return of the com- 
plaint ; or, at leaſt, would have had a fair 
— from the operation. 


I wovLin 
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I wovLD further remark, that people 
in general are not ſufficiently aware of 
the danger, to which they are liable, from 
| ſcirrhus or occult cancer; for it ſometimes 
happens, that both ſurgeon and patient 
think it ſoon enough to remove the diſ- 
eaſed part, when forced to it, by exceſſive 
pain, and encreaſe of fize. I cannot ſuffi- 
ciently warn both of the danger attending 
this method of proceeding ; becauſe in 
molt cancers (thoſe of the breaſt eſpecial- 
ly) internal ulceration takes place, long 
before the ſkin ſhews any tendency to ul- 
ceration ; ſo that every hope and opportu- 
nity of cure -may be loſt, and the patient 
deſtroyed by the deep and latent progreſs 
of the diſeaſe, without external ulceration. 
ever taking place. This circumſtance, 
therefore, of internal abſorption taking 
place ſo ſoon, not having been attended to 
by any author I have read on this ſubject, 
J have thought proper to mention, as 
highly deſerving notice, and ſhewing the 
propriety and advantage of operating at an 
190 early 
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early period of the complaint. It is un- 
fortunately the caſe, that patients can ſel- 
dom be convinced, that there is any neceſ- 
ſity for an operation, while the diſeaſe 
continues in a mild ſtate; whereas that is, 
beyond all doubt, the moſt favourable 
period for extirpating it: they too gene- 
rally think, a ſcirrhus of the breaſt or 
teſtis may remain eaſy through life: but 
notwithſtanding there are inſtances to prove 
this within the limits of poſſibility, the 
hope that this may be the caſe has proved 
fatal to many. There are very few, in- 
deed, who paſs through. life, with a ſcir- 
rhous breaſt, or teſticle, without ſuffering 
any conſiderable pain, or inconvenience z 
but there have been great numbers, in 
whom this diſeaſe, after continuing mild 

for years, has changed fo rapidly, and put 


on ſuch alarming appearances, that little 


hope could then be entertained, even from 
the operation; ſo that they became victims 
to their own inconſiderateneſs and want 
| of timely reſolution, 


QF 
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OF THE OPERATION OF CASTRA- ' 
05 TION. 


TRE mithol of 3 chis opera- 
tion has been deſeribed by different authors 
Jomewhbat differently: but thoſe deſcribed 
by Mr. Pott. Mr. Bell, and Mr. Warner, 


are more generally approved of and prac- 


tiſed than auy others. In the laſt edition 
af Mr. Patt's Works, vol. ii. page 485, 
be gives the following direction: 


« THE void ſpace in which the teſticle 

« was, is to be very ſlightly filled with © 
dry hint, which lint ſhould be ſuffered 
« to remain until it be perfefily looſened by 
40 the ſuppuration from every part of the fore ; 
« if it be removed ſooner, it muſt be done 
by force; in which caſe it will give 
« unneceſſary pain, and leave a crude un- 
« digeſted ſore. If it be not removed un- 
6 al 
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« til quite Jooſe, it will give no pain, and 
the ſore will be found clean and well 
&« digeſted, and requiring no other dreſſing 
« afterward, than Mere dry lint, which 
«+ from this time ſhould be applied in ſuch 
quantity and manner, as to give nature 
an opportunity of contracting and heal- 
„ing the wound as faſt as the can; iu 
+ both which ſhe may be conſiderably aſ- 
* ſiſted by the judicious e . the 
40 bank.“ 


The fore ought not to be touched till 
&« a free ſugpuration takes place, which will 
*& commonly be about the fifth or ſixth 
« day; and then the dreſſings ſhould be 
&* removed, and renewed from time to 
«© time, once every two days, or oftenec, 
„according as the quantity of matter ren- 
ders it neceflary.”” Bell's Surgery, page 
529, vol. i. £7 oY 


Mu. Warner, in his Treatiſe, page 89, 
* ; in 


* 
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in ſpeaking of this operation, gives us the 
following directions: 


O the third or fourth day after the 

«© operation, dreſs the wound with yellow 

& bafilicon, or linimentum Arcæi, ſpread 

« upon pledgits of lint; before the pledgits 

are applied, dip them in warm fallad 
% gil. Let this mode of dreſſing be re · 

« peated till the firſt dreſſings come off, 

« and as long afterwards as you find it 

« neceflary to the promotion of digeſtion. 


4 Tp at the end of a week or ten days, 
4 or later, your patient complains of a lan- 
e guor, and the wound ſhould not pro- 
6 duce good matter, but, on the contrary, 
X a bloody and corroſive ſanies ſucceeds, 
„ foment the wound once or twice a day 
with an antiſeptic fomentation, mixed 
« with camphorated ſpirits of wine or 
„ brandy.” 


* 


Wirm all i deference be the ne 
reſpectable 
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reſpectable authors, and others of -emi-- 
nence who have written on this ſubject, 
from whom J cannot help differing con- 
cerning their principles of operating and 
ſubſequent treatment, I ſhall now humbly 
offer to the public, the operations and ſub- 
ſequent treatment which I have for ſeveral. 
years adopted and uniformly practiſed, 
leaving it to the conſideration and future 
experience of practitioners to adopt or tre- 
ject them, according to their merits. 


Warn a ſcirrhus or cancer of the te 
ticle becomes fairly charactetiſed, and the 
operation determined on, it may be per- 
formed in the following manner. 


Tux patient being placed on a table of 
convenient height, covered with a blanket 
and ſheet, his head and ſhoulders raiſed 
with a pillow, his legs and thighs are to 
be ſeparated from each other, with his 
knees a little bent, and ſecured in this 
fituation by proper aſliſtants, PER 

At | ; - "nl 
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Tu E hairs being ſhaved from the part, 
the integuments over the ſpermatic veſſels 
in the groin are to be divided by an inci- 
Hon, beginning oppoſite to the opening in 
the abdominal muſcle, and continued near- 
ly to the bottom of the ſcrotum. This 
incifion will permit the ſ urgeon with faci- 
lity to finiſh the remainder of the operation. 
The ſpermatic' chord thus laid bare, is to 
be freed from its ſurrounding membranous 
connection, and the operator is to paſs a 
large crooked needle round the ſpermatic 
chord about half an inch below the abdo- 
minal ring. The ligature ſhould be well 
waxed and oiled, and in order that it may 
be either tightened or. entirely undone at 
pleaſure, as occaſion requires, it ſhould be 
tied in one running knot, with ſuch a mo- 
derate degree of tightneſs only, as will 
prevent the ſpermatic artery from bleed- 
ing, and not ſo tight as to give pain by 


bruiſing the nerves. The whole chord 


ſhould be divided about half an inch be- 


low the ligature, this done, he is to diſ- 
i ſect 


Y 


QN CANCERS.  FIg 
ſect the teſticle out from the ſcrotum, be- 


ginning at the upper part and going down" 


wards. It any branch of an artery bleeds 
freely, it is to be taken up as it ſprings, 


which may be done very quickly by means 
of a pair of diſſecting forceps, drawing out 


the mouth of the veſſel, and an afliſtant 
paſſing a ligature round it. About the ſe- 
cond or third day the ligature may be 


drawn out, without ever producing any 


ſloughing between it and that part of the 


chord that the teſticle was ſeparated from, 


WHeN that is done, the parts from 


whence the teſticle was removed are to be 


gently laid together, and the edges of the 
inciſion to be evenly and exactly brought 
into contact from one end to the other, 


and retained in that ſituation by ſlips of 
_ adheſive plaiſter, or even à ſuture or two 
if found neceſſary, Should any part of 
the ſcrotum be ulcerated, it will be neceſ- 
ſary to make a ſecond inciſion; - beginning 


2 little above the ulcerated part, and con- 
|  - 5 tinued 


3 
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' tinued in as direct a line as the incluſion 
of that part will admit of, down to the ex- 
tremity of the firſt inciſion. Theſe two 
inciſions will enable the operator to diſſect 
away the teſticle in'the ſame manner as 
if there had been but one; nor will they 
give more pain, than if the diſeaſed part 
had been diſſected away along with the 
teſticle, in the manner recommended by. 
Mr. Sharp and Mr. Pott. The parts are 
then to be brought together, and retained 
in the ſame manner as if there had been 
hut one inciſion, that they may unite e by 
the on intention. 


SG whole of this operation, and like- 
| wile the exciſion of the cancerous breaſt, 
ſhould be performed with a ſtraight diſ- 
ſecting — ĩͤ 4.6 4 n 
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4 


OF THE EXCISION OR REMOVAL 


OF A CANCEROUS age tte 


* HERE are two methods in uſe in BUY 


cure of cancers ; the one by cauſtic, the 
other by the knife. 


TRR former —_ more irritating, ex- 
ceedingly more painful, leſs ſubject to 


direction, and leſs certain in its effects 


than the latter, is now nearly exploded, or 5 


ſeldom practiſed, except by Quacks, who 


in all their applications or boaſted ſpecifics 
(without exception) for the extirpation of 


cancers, have a cauſtic of ſome kind or 


other, as the baſis or principal ingredient. 

in their compoſition. Extirpation by the 
knife, therefore, being infinitely prefer- 
able, I ſhall conſider and deſcribe that me- 


thod, having before ſpoken of that by 


_ cauſtic, | | 
1 My 


w# * 
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My deviations from the uſual practice 
donſiſt in the mode of operating and after 
treatment, of which I ſhall give as clear 
an account as in my power, firſt giving 
a few- quotations from the beſt modern 


chirurgical writers; IT will then leave the 


reader to draw his own concluſions as to 
the propriety of each plan. 


« In large tumors, it is very much to 


be adviſed to cut away great part of the 
kin, for befides that the hemorrhage will 


be much leſs in this caſe, and the opera- 


tion greatly ſhortened, the ſkin, by the 


very great diſtention, having been rendered 
very thin, will great part of it, if not 
taken away, ſphacelate, and the reſt be 
more prone to degenerate 1 in a cancerous | 


| ulcer.” 


Shart's Waben Page 55. 


THr1s ſphacelation and generation of | 
cancerous vicers, mentioned by Mr. Sharp, 


I have no doubt of, becauſe they muſt na- 


| "mp 
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turally reſult from the practice of filing 
the cavity from whence the tumor was 
removed with dry lint, or any extraneous 
ſubſtance that keeps up ſuch an irritation, 
and of courſe inflammation, that the inte- 
guments are unable to bear, and ſphacela- 
tion conſequently takes place, leaving a 
large ſurface bare underneath, which will 
require a tedious proceſs of nature to cure. 
Such effects never could have followed, 
had the integuments at firſt been brought | 
in contact with. the parts underneath, as 
the contractile power of the ſkin is ſo great, 
that from conſiderable folds at firſt, it will 


ſoon recover a ſmooth even appearance, as . 


I have always found.to be the caſe. 


Tus fame author, after deſcribing the 
manner of removing a ſcirrbus gland, or 
cancered breaſt, page 140, The treat- 
<« ment of all theſe wounds may be with 
Ay lim firſt, and afterwards as in com» 
mon inciſed wounds.“ 


4 + 10 


. 
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| In Mr. Warner's Caſes; publiſhed 4 


few months ago, page 359, after the am- 
putation of a woman's breaſt in the uſual 


way, and dreſſing with lint ; he tells us, 
„her wound was at the point of being 


healed in nine weeks after the operation.“ 


1 . . G 8 | 
THE circular incifion in the ſkin of a 


_ breaſt, ſhould n has een quite 


46 ru, &c.“ | 
145 Fot. Pal, Il, . Page 4 . 74 


Tux above eminent . and moſt 


practitioners make it a rule to ſave a con- 


ſiderable, or what they think a ſufficient 


quantity of ſkin. But ſtill, in this opera- 


tion, as well as in others, they left a large 
open wound, which by the uſual dreſ- 
ſings, became much larger by the time 
they were firſt removed. Theſe dreſſings 


give unncceſſary pain, produce a very ex- 


tenſive. and a very ugly ſore, by which the 


healing of the part is greatly retarded. 
| ar 


2 | 4 
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Tx following he is bt which 1 
have adopted in the removal of a cance- | 


rous breaſt, eds f 


Tun patient being placed in a chair of 
convenient heighth, in a reclining poſture, 


her head ſupported with a pillow, by an 


aſſiſtant behind, and her arms ſecured by 
another on each ſide; the Surgeon is to 
place himſelf in the moſt advantageous 


ſituation, either fitting or ſtanding, as he 


finds moſt convenient, ſo as to make one 


horizontal inciſion, longer than the diſea- 


ſed maſs, nearly in the direction of the rib, 
and a little below the nipple, that it may 
occaſion the leſs deformity. An inciſion 


of ſufficient extent, being momentary, will 


give little more pain than a ſmall one; and 


has this great advantage, that it enables the 
operator, with facility, perfectly to remove 
the whole of the diſeaſed parts. 


TRE moſt painful part of the opera- 
tion being over, the aſſiſtants who were 


employed 


BF 
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employed in ſecuringthepatient's arms, are 
now to hold aſunder the integuments, and 
preſs their fingers on any arteries that bleed 
freely, which will enable the ſurgeon, 
with facility and dexterity, to remove the 

whole of the diſeaſed maſs, -which ſhould 
be carefully diſſected from the fkin above, 
and below from the pectoral muſcle and 
Tbs. The aſſiſtants are now to remove their 
fingers, the blood is to be effectually clear- 
ed away, by ſponge aud warm water, that 
the Surgeon may examine, with the great- 
eſt accuracy, the ſurface of the wound; 
and if any ſmall indurated glands, or thick- 
ened cellular membrane can be diſcovered, 
they ought to be all removed; for without 
the moſt careful attention to this part of the 
operation, the deſign of it may be entirely 
fruſtrated. 


By this time, the hemorrhage will have 
ceaſed by the contraction of the muſcular 
fibres of the arteries; when the blood 
- which 
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which 60zed out, during the examination 
of the wound, muſt now be cleared away 
as before, and the edges of the inciſion 
brought evenly and perfectly into contact, 
and retained (as in the operation of caſtra- 
tion) that they may unite by the firſt in- 
tention. | . Y 


Wuxx there is any ulcerated or dif- 
eaſed ſkin, it muſt be included between _ 
two inciſions, exactly in the manner re- 
commended in ſimilar circumſtances of the 2 

ſcrotum. ME | 

Ovxx the dreflings, a large, thick, ſoft, 

compreſs of old linen ſhould be applied, 
and gently bound on, with a flannel roller, 
about five inches broad, and ſix or eight 
yards long. Flannel is preferable to linen 
on theſe occaſions, being warmer, and like- 
wiſe more pliant, and yielding to the mo- 
tions of the trunk in reſpiration. 


Taz 
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Tux arm on the fide affected, ſhould be 
relaxed, by being ſlung in a handkerchief 
died round th neck, | 


— Tux ſerous or busy diſcharge is gene- 
rally in ſuch quantity as to appear through 
all the bandages, which I remove on the 
fourth day after the operation, if per- 

formed in the ſummer, or the fifth if 
in the winter. By this time the flips of 

| ſticking plaiſter have become looſe by 
the diſcharge, and may be removed 
without giving the leaſt pain, or affect- 
ing the tender adheſion. If ligatures 
have been uſed, they muſt about the 
ſame time be divided with ſciſſars. In 
my practice latterly, I never uſe ligatures, 
finding the adheſive plaiſter fully ſufficient 

to keep the parts in contact. The adhe- 
fion of the teguments are to be dreſſed with 
5 ſmall flips of lint ſpread thin with a ce- 

rate of wax and oil. Over the dreſſings 1 

| 


apply a few * of adheſive plaiſter, to 
ſupport 
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ſupport the tender union, and by keeping 
the edges of the ſkin as cloſe as poſſible, 
the cicatrix will be very ſmall, and the cure 
greatly accelerated. 6 


OBSE R- 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE OPE= 
RATION AND SUBSEQUENT. 
TREATMENT. 


1 F IND it very neceſſary from experi- 
ence, to requeſt the- operator to be very 
careful, by a gentle but "ſufficient preſſure 
to bring all the partz viiderneath | in con- 
tact with the 1 integuments 1 
to exclude the air Wed | | 
| Inciſion are laid and ud · ny 
If this be not done with dhe pycateſt care, 
the air remaining weithin the-wound, and 
keepifg the parts aſunder, ſuppuration will 
enſue and protract the cure. This hap» 
pened to myſelf in one caſe, and may have 


often happened to other operators, and 
thereby induced them to ſpeak more unfa- 
vourably of this method of operating than 
it deſerves. But even when attended with 


* diſadvantage, 1 8 ſtill think it vaſt- 
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ly ſuperior to the old method of operating, 


when the whole breaſt, ſkin, and all is cat 
Aways as if mowed off with a ſcythe. 


IN e g this operation, ſeveral 
arteries bleed very freely, and are apt to 


„alarm a young operator, who from his 
embarraſſment, may make too much haſte 


to finiſh the operation. This haſte or ex- 
pedition to finiſh the buſineſs, by applying 
the dreſſings too ſoon, is a very great 


error, againſt which I muſt ſtrongly re- 


commend it to- every operator moſt care- 
fully to guard. Mr. Gaſelce has had ac- 
counts from the country of two caſes,” 


where the hemorrhage, after the patients 


were put to bed, was ſo great, thał he 


. dreflings were obliged to be removed, the 
blood cleared away, and freſh dreſſings ap- 


plied. Such conſequences muſt naturally 
happen, if the operator does not wait pa- 
tiently till the bleeding bas, eniigly, ceaſed. 


The time neceſſary to wait by he from : 


ten' minutes to treaty, 


«2 iy fate” 


| natu re 
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nature of the caſe. In one where I lately 
operated, at which Mr. Sharp, Mr. Gilleſ- 
pey, and Mr. Wheeler were prefent, I was. 
obliged to wait about fifteen minutes, be- 
fore the bleeding had entirely ceaſed, ſo 
that I might ſafely apply the dreflings. It 
ſometimes happens that after the arteries. 
have retracted and entirely ceaſed bleed- 
ing, there will be a very inconfiderable 
ooziug from the pectoral muſcle, if it has 
been touched in the operation, or perhaps 
from another part. In ſuch caſes a gentle 
preſſure on the part, with the tops of the 
fingers, or expoſing the mouths of the 
veſſels to the air, will help greatly to make 
this oozing ceaſe entirely. Excluſive of 
the error of applying the dreflings too 
ſoon, there is another which I cannot paſs. 
unnoticed, namely, that vf giving the pa- 
tient a ſtimulating cordial or dram, either 
before or after the operation, than which 
nothing can be more improper. This 
practice or cuſtom reſults from the well- 
meant, but very ill timed tenderneſs of the 


patient's 
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- patient's e to prevent which, the 
Surgeon ſhould take every poſſible care, 
fo as to reſtrain even the fender ſympathizing 
nurſe from giving any thing of that nature, 
ſecretly in his abſence. If a ſtimulating 
cordial be given before the operation with 
the ]-judged defign of enabling the pa- 
tient to bear it the. better, it muſt naturally 
make the bleeding continue longer than it 
would otherwiſe have dune, by adding to 
the impetus of the circulation, and the pa- 
tient will conſequently be weakened or re- 
duced in proportion to the greater lols of 
blood. If given after the operation for 
the abſurd purpoſe of ſupporting the pa- 
tient againſt languor or fainting, ſuch a 
freſh excitement to the circulation may 
occaſion ſome veſſels which had entirely 
_ ceaſed bleeding, to bleed afreſh, and theres 
by not only make it neceflary to remove 
all the dreſſings, but likewiſe conſiderably 
impair the patient's ſtrength. The pa» 
tient ſhould be put to bed immediately 
ae the dreflings have been applied, and 

a 1 * 
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kept as quiet as poſſible, the languor will 

gradually go off, and the horizontal poſ- 
ture will be quite ſufficient to prevent any 
inconvenience from fainting. Even in 
cafe fainting takes place, no efforts ſhould 
be uſed to rouſe the patient from it, as it 
ean do no harm. I have not ſeen a caſe 
in which fainting made it abſolutely neceſ- 
fary that the patient ſhould have even a 
glaſs of wine, I will admit, however, 
ſuch a caſe poſſible, if repeated faintings 
happen, againſt which there is no remedy 
of which I have ſo good an opinion, as a 
glaſs of good red port. In general I order 
the patient on being put to bed, 'to take 
thirty drops of Tinct. Theb. in an ounce 
'and a half of aq. cin. ten. with-a view of 
removing irritability, allaying pain, and 
procuring quiet and compoſure. This 
anodyne may be continued for ſome nights, 
if occaſion require, neither muſt the judi- 
cious exhibition of the bark, red wine, and 
ſuch corroborants as the patient's ſtate 
oy . be * as ſoon as tho 
union 
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union has taken place. In all the opera» 
tions I have performed on the breaſt, I 
have never had occaſion to take up an ar- 
tery, though I once took off a fcrophulous 
one, that weighed ncar ten pounds. Theres 
fore, the operator has nothing to fear in 
this reſpect, conſidering that from the 
nature of the part, no danger can enfue 
from diſſecting freely, or even from taking 
away a confiderable portion of the pectoral 
muſcle, when the diſeaſed maſs adheres 
to it. The operation is ſo fimple, that 
my patients have hardly complained of 
pain; they generally feared they ſhould: 
faint, but on the contrary, as foon as the 
dreſſings and bandage were applied, they 
got up and walked to bed without any 
aſſiſtance. | 


Sou time after J had publiſhed a ſhort 
and imperfect account of this method of 
operating, Mr, Bell, of Edinburgh, pub- 
liſhed the ſecond volume of his Syſtem of 
Surgery, in which, page 455, in alluſion 

I 2 | to 
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to the two caſes I had publiſhed, he ſays, 
„Till of late the only means put in prac- 
& tice for ſecuring the ſkin in its ſituation, 
* ſo as to effect an adheſion between it and 
& the parts underneath, was compreflion 
& by the napkin and ſcapulary bandage, 
t excepting. in a few caſes where adheſive 
„ plaiſters were employed.“ 


Mx. BELL, however, as appears from 
his words, page 443, thinks this method 
of operating applicable only in ſcirrhous 
affections of the mamma, where there is 
no neceſſity for taking away any of the 
ſkin; or where there is no adheſion to 
the pectoral muſcle. When the ſkin is 
ulcerated, or adheſions are formed, he 

thinks the uſual method of cutting away 

the ſkin and dreſſing with lint ſhould be 
followed. He alſo takes pains to deſcribe 
the method of ſecuring the arteries, and 
talks of ſuppuration, matter, dreſſings, 
Kc. as other authors have done before 
him. I am ſorry, Mr. Bell has miſunder- 
* ſtood 
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ſtood me ſo. far, becauſe the method of 
operating I have deſcribed, may be adopt- 
ed, even when it is neceſſary to take away 
a great quantity of ſkin, either from the 
breaſt or ſcrotum, as will appear from the 
following caſes. 5 


In all my practice, I have not had one 
caſe, nor have I ever ſeen one, where 
there was not ſkin ſufficient to cover the 
wound, and unite by the firſt intention, 
except where cauſtics had been long and 
repeatedly employed. I am confident the 
. following caſes are worſe than thoſe that 
generally occur in practice, yet in every 
one of them, the Union by the Firſt In- 
tention ſucceeded, though in ſome in- 
ſtances, the diſeaſed maſs, together with 
a large portion of the ſkin, had, in the 
former operation, been removed. In ſome 
caſes, the ulcer is ſo large, that on the 
firſt view, one would be apt to think, that 
the edges of the ſkin could hardly be 
brought into contact, after having taken 

un away 
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+5 away fo conſiderable a portion of it, by 

including the ulcer in a double inciſion, 

Put as there was a conſiderably leſs extent 

of ſurface to be covered after the diſeaſed 

tumor was removed than before, there was 
min fully ſufficient for the purpoſe. 


— LE. 
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CASE I. 
| | "i 
IN April, 1779, the foreman of a hatter 
in Southwark, aged thirty-eight, applied 
to me on account of a complaint he had 
in one of his teſticles. Both in the coun- 


try and in town it had been treated as vene- 


real for two years. He had been falivated 


fot it, and ſaid that the mercury always in- 


ereaſed his complaints; that in ſize, pain, 


and weight, it was become conſiderably 


worſe, When I ſaw it, the ſpermatic 


chord was a little enlarged, the body of 


the teſticle was very large and unequally 


hard, the darting pains were ſo frequent 


; as to deprive him of his natural reſt; his 
countenance was pale and fickly : he ſaid 
he had been been often adviſed to have it 
taken off, but never would conſent ull 
lately, that his life became ſuch a burthen 
to him, from intolerable pain, that he did 
not care if he had his head cut off, 
e 14 As 
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As the diſeaſe did not admit of a doubt, 
and he was very preſſing in his entreaties to 
have it removed, 1 operated in this ad- 
vanced ſtate in the manner already deſcribed. 


Tx parts healed in a few days, and in 
leſs than 'a fortnight he worked at his 
trade, and has had no complaint of the 
kind ever ſince, 


My friend and colleague, Mr, Stone- 
houſe, of the Diſpenſary, and the late Mr. 
Blackall, Teacher of Anatomy, were pre- 
ſent at the operation, 


CASE 
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CASE I. 


JAMEs KELLY, formerly a ſallor, 
about forty years. of age, was admitted a 
patient at the Surrey Diſpenſary, in Spring, 
1-84. He had for two years been afflict- 
ed with a ſcirrhous teſticle, for which he 
had taken a great many medicines, but 
without any benefit. He was then greatly 
alarmed by an alteration it had undergone 
a few weeks before. The tumor had been 
indolent and equal, the ſpermatic chord in 
a natural ſtate, and he had no other com- 
plaint while the diſeaſe continued in that 
_Nage ; but ſince the change took place, 
the teſticle had increaſed very conſiderably, 
eſpecially within the two laſt months, and 
a fungus ſore broke out on the ſuperior and 
anterior part, about the fize of half a 
crown, which was extremely painful z 

ee bled, but generally produced 


a gleety 
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a gleety diſcharge, of a very offenſive ſmell. 


He had a pale unhealthy countenance. 


I RECOMMENDED the operation un- 
der a guarded prognoſtic; he heſitated a 
while, and then refuſed to ſubmit : but 
while he was fitting in the hall, a man, on 
whom I had performed the operation four 
years before, came to Mr. Stonehouſe on 
buſineſs, who defired him to relate his 
eaſe to Kelly, which he did, and aſſured 
him the operation would give him but lit- 
tle pain, and the confinement was not worth 


mentioning, as he would be well in a few 


days; at leaſt that was his caſe, and he ne- 


ver had a pain nor ach ſince the operation; 


and laſtly, that he was as good a man ſince 
as ever he had been before ! His account 
had irreſiſtable influence with Kelly, par- 
ticularly the /aff argument, and he immedi- 


ately reſolved to ſubmit to the operation. 


Accordingly he came to the Diſpenſary 
next morning, where I performed the ope-+ 


ration in the manner deſcribed, by two 


ſtraight 
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ſtraight inciſions, including the ulcerated 
part, and having brought the edges into 
contact, retained them by two ligatures and 
ſome adheſive plaiſter, and then ſupported 
the ſcrotum with a handkerchief, He 
<valked home, had no fever, and got well fo 
faſt, that on the ninth day he returned 
thanks to the Governor who recommend- 
ed him to the Diſpenſary, and went to his 
daily labour on the eleventh day. 


IT deſerves to be mentioned, that in 
the above Caſe the ſkin next the ſeptum 
ſcroti was about half an inch thick, and 
adhered to the teſticle; yet this thickneſs 
decreaſed as he got well, and at laſt went 
off entirely. : 


Mx. S1MPSON, my colleague at the 
Diſpenſary, and Surgeon to the Magdalen 
Hoſpital, and Mr. Getty, a Navy Sur- 
geon, were prelent, and affiſted me at the 
operation. 


of $7 | | Tris 
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TF uIs caſe I thought the moſt proper to 
ſucceed the firſt, though an interval of 
more than five years happened between 
them: but as they are both of the ſame 
nature, were thought unfavourable, and 
were really more fo than any others I have 
had, as they prove the two different me- 
thods of performing the operation, viz. by 
the fingle inciſion, ang. by two inciſions ; 
and as they were both ſucceſsful, I thought 
the order in which they ſtand the * 
I could fix on. 
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CASE III. 


ELIZABETH TURNER was ad- 
mitted a patient at the Surrey Diſpenſary 
about eight years ago, under the care of Dr. 
Sims, who conſulted me reſpecting the pro- 
priety of extirpating her breaſt, which was 
truly ſcirrhous. She was about forty-ſix 
years of age, of a robuſt habit, and her 
breaſt naturally of a large fize; but the 
_ diſeaſe (which had been a year and a half 
forming, without any known cauſe) was 

perfectly moveable and circumſcribed ; 
there were no glands enlarged in the axilla, 
and the caſe, upon the whole, appeared to 
us to be extremely favourable for the opera- 
tion, which we accordingly took great 
pains to recommend, without effect. We 
heard no more of her for about a fortnight, 
when ſhe ſent for me to her apartments in 
the Maze, where ſhe lived. I found her 
in bed, with her head and ſhoulders ſup- 


ported 
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ported; ſhe breathed very quick and with 
great difficulty, her pulſe was quick and 
ſmall, ſhe was in the moſt excruciating pain, 
inſomuch that ſhe ſaid ſhe was then ready 
to have her breaſt taken off, and would 
undergo any thing to get relief. In the 
above ſhort time, the breaſt had increaſed 

canſiderably, and adhered. in every part to 
the ribs with a firmneſs that I cannot ex- 
preſs. The muſcles of the abdomen, neck 
and arm, on that fide, were all enlarged, 
and coutracted, ſo that her head and thigh 
were bent towards each other. She could 
not move the arm on that ſide: her breaſt 
was not ulcera ed externally. In this me- 
lancholy ſituation, opium not affording her 
the leaſt relic f, death put an end to her tor- 

ture three days afterwards. 


CASE 
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CASE IV. 


A LITTLE after this, I viſited one of 
Mr. Shuter's patients, thirty-nine years of 
age, with ſymptoms nearly fimilar to thoſe 
in the preceding caſe. When I faw her, 
the breaſt appeared to be very favourably 
circumſtanced for extirpation, which hows 
ever I did not adviſe, the tumor being indo- 
lent, and attended with very little pain; be- 
ſides, ſhe was ſeven months gone with child, 
and I flattered myſelf that the complaint 
would not increaſe much in three months, 
and that it might poſſibly undergo a favour- 
ble change after lying-in ; theſe were my 
reaſons for not doing more than giving the 
cicuta. But to my aſtoniſhment, in three 
weeks after ſhe was as ſuddenly and violent- 
ly attacked, as Elizabeth Turner in the pre- 
ceding caſe, except on the hand and arm, 
which were covered with large cedematous 
ſwellings: 
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ſwellings: ſhe aborted that night, and died 
two days afterwards. . 


I waves met with ſeveral ſimilar caſes 
ſince, which fully and clearly prove the 
neceſſity of our operating early, and that 
the loſs of a few days may be of the ut- 
moſt conſequence. It is the ſame in can- 
cers of the teſticle ; by deferring the ope- 
ration in hopes of receiving a cure, and 
lofing only a few days, the 3 may en- 

- greaſe fo rapidly, and the patient become ü 
ſo much affected, as to render the opera- 
tion unadviſeable. By an inſtance of this 
kind, the public were ſome time ago de- 
prived of a celebrated comedian. 


—— 


CASE 
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6 ASE Vo 


Maxy STT H, aged forty, diſcos 


vered a lump in her breaſt, about five 


months before ſhe applied to me; which 
was in the year 1780. It was perfectly 
indolent upon being handled, It had a 
ſtoney incompreſſible kind of hardneſs. I 
told her I was of opinion, that it was a 
true ſeirrhus, and accordingly recom- 


mended the operation. She left me much 


diſſatisfied, and I heard no more of her for 
a fortnight, during which time ſhe had 
often been to an eminent ſurgeon, and 
then returned to ſubmit to the operation, 
The diſeaſe in the above ſhort time had 
increaſed very rapidly, and adhered to the 
pectoral muſcle, The ſkin was become 


ſmooth and inflamed, and appeared as if 


it would ſhortly break out into a cancerous 
ſore, There were little lumps round the 
breaſt, and a gland enlarged in the axilla 
CIS © ng TI to 
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to the ſize of a cheſnut, which looked as 
if abſorption had taken place. I told her, 
that from the rapid- increaſe and unfavour- 
able appearance of the diſeaſe, her chance 
of a cure from the operation would be ex- 
tremely uncertain. Her reply was, that 
ſhe ſuffered ſuch acute and almoſt con- 


ſtant pain, that ſhe would run any riſk; 


I operated in the manner already deſcribed, 


removing all the indurated glands. That 


in the axilla was deeper ſeated than it had 
appeared to be from the external feel. 
I likewife removed all that part of the 
ſkin which was diſcoloured. Still there 
was enough left to admit of a perfect ap- 
proximation of the edges of the wound, 
which healed by the firſt intention. On 
cutting into the breaſt after it was re- 
moved, there appeared two cyſts, one of 
which contained about three ounces of ſe- 
rum, and the other a curdled matter 
tinged with blood. Ulceration had taken 
place in the inſide. Mr. Walſhman, dur 
eon, at Newington, ſaw this patient. 

5 CASE 


* 
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CASE VI. 


SOON after this, Elizabeth Benham of 
Proſpect- row, Walworth, applied to me 
to remove her right breaſt. The account 
ſhe gave of her caſe was, that as long as 
ſhe could remember, ſhe had perceived a 
ſmall lump in her breaſt, which had gra- 
dually increaſed in 'fize ; and that about 
ten years before I ſaw her, ſhe had taken 
the opinion of Mr, Smith, ſurgeon of St, 
Thomas's Hoſpital, who adviſed the re- 
oval of the diſeaſed part; but that ſhe 
did not chooſe to ſubmit to an operation 
at a time when ſhe ſuffered no inconves- - 
nience, except from its weight, and at 
times a dull heavy pain, The ſize of the 
tumour increaſing, and the pain becoming 
more acute, ſhe was adviſed to ſee my 
learned friend and colleague, Dr. Sims, 
whoſe opinion agreed with that of Mr, 
Smith. The breaſt was very large, of an 
K 2 | unequal 
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unequal ſurface, very knotty, and felt 
though its whole ſubſtance perfectly in- 
durated. The veins of the ſkin were 
varicous, and the nipple was ſhrunk out 
of fight. She was forty-eight years old, 
and of a delicate conſtitution, but her 
general health was good. The edges of 
the wound were brought into contact, and 
* retained by ſlips of ſticking plaiſter. I hey 


united by the firſt intention, and the cica- 


trix was completely formed in ten days. 
She was only two days confined to her 
room, and walked out on the fourth. 


WHEN ſhe came to the diſpenſary to 
return thanks to Dr, Sims, whoſe opinion 
and reaſoning had prevailed on her to ſub- 
mit to the operation; on ſeeing the breaſt, 
he expreſſed himſelf much pleaſed with a 
method of operating, by which the cure 
was ſo ſpeedily effected, and deformity 
prevented. For the nipple having been 
| preſerved, and the cellular membrane ſoon 
after the operation filling with fat, it had 

> not 
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not an appearance as if the breaſt had 
been removed. | 


THe breaſt weighed three pounds and 
ten ounces. On cutting into it, it was 
extremely hard and diſeaſed through its 
whole ſubſtance, with ſeveral ſmall cyſts, 
containing a yellow, gelatinous, curdled 
pus. : | 
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A WIDOW. applied to me, in the 
year 1781, concerning her breaſt, which 
was enlarged, and uneven in its ſurface, 
attended with irregular pains, ſhooting into 
the axilla and adjacent parts. Mr. Grin- 
dall, about half a year before had recom- 
mended the operation, which ſhe would. 
not then conſent to; I told her the remo- 
val of it was the only thing from which 
ſhe could expect relief, to which ſhe con- 
ſented. | 


THRoVGH one incifion, I carefully 
diſſected away the diſeaſed maſs, which 
was ſo large as to leave almoſt the whole 
of the pectoral muſcle bare. The wound 
united by the firſt intention, and ſhe was 


pf perfectly 
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perfectly well in twelve days, and has 25 


continued ſo ever ſince. 


% 


Mx. a oh ſettled 3 in Derby) N 
was preſent at the operation, and law oe 
daily for the time mentioned. 


x, cam 
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CASE VIII. 


:SooN after the former caſe, Elizabeth 
Auger, of Wandſworth road, about forty 
years of age, was admitted a patient at the 
Surrey Diſpenſary, under my care. The 
whole of her right breaſt was greatly en- 
| larged, though the complaint had attacked 
her ſuddenly only three weeks before 
without any external injury. Her coun- 
tenance was pale and fickly, ſhe was ſub- 
ject to indigeſtion, and frequent nauſea z 
the diſeaſe was clearly a true ſcirrhus, 
hard to the touch, with frequent darting, 
pricking pains ; diſeaſed glands all round 
the breaſt, with a ſtring of them extend- 
ing into the axilla. The diſeaſe had in- 
creaſed ſo rapidly, that ſhe was juſtly ap- 
prehenſive of the conſequences, and in- 
treated me in the moſt earneſt manner to 
perform the operation, and give her a 
chance for her life ; I yielded to her im- 
8 1 portunate 
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portunate ſolicitations quite contrary to 
my judgement and opinion of the caſe; 
which was that it muſt end fatally, Du- 
ring this operation, while I was diſſecting 
away the glands leading to, and thoſe in 
the axilla, I was very much alarmed to 
find, (after the breaſt and a large gland in 
the axilla had been removed) that all the 
cellular membrane was diſeaſed, and full 
of hard knots in every direction. Beſides 
thoſe that were diſſected away with the 
breaſt, I removed an incredible number of 
them, from the ſize of a pea to that of a 
filbert : the edges of the wound were 
brought into contact, and healed in the 
uſual time. She enjoyed perfect health 
for two months, and thought herſelf very 
fortunate ; but her eaſe, comfort, and hap- 
pineſs were then ſuddenly interrupted, by 
a return of the diſeaſe. In this lamenta- 
ble ſituation, ſhe came again to me, with 
her breaft nearly as large as before, and 
the ſymptoms nearly the ſame as I have 
already deſcribed, all which increaſed for 
: | another 
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another month; during which time, the 
largeſt doſes of cicuta did her no ſervice 
I then told her, I had not the leaſt hopes 
of her obtaining a cure, by any internal 
medicine, or external application; and as 
1 feared it would not be in my power to 
remove the whole diſeaſed maſs, ſhe had 
but little reaſon to expect any benefit from 
having the operation repeated. She re- 
plied, that ſhe had ſeen two of my pa- 
tients, who were then in good health, 
"whoſe breaſts I had taken off; and as ſhe 
ſuffered ſuch conſtant and ſevere pain, ſhe 
was reſolved to undergo the operation a 
ſecond time. I yielded to her intreaties, 
and Mr. Babington, of Guy's Hoſpital, 
did me the favour to aſſiſt at the opera- 
tion. 


Tx ſkin of the breaft was no way diſ- 
coloured; but as the cicatrix from the 
former operation, adhered to the diſeaſed 
maſs, we made a double inciſion including 
it, in the ſame manner as when the ſkin 
? | is 


o CANCERS” T 55 


is ulcerated. We diſſected a every 

part that ſeemed in any degree diſeaſed z 
and carefully removed all the affected 
. in the axalla, 


HER breaſt was perfectly healed in leſs 
than a fortnight, and ſhe appeared to en- 
joy good health for three months after, at 
the expiration of which, the diſeaſe again 
appeared, and in 4 ſhort time, ſhot out in 
different directions to a great ſize, large 


lumps or pieces frequently mortifying and 


ſloughing away with the poultices that 
were then applied. In this miſerable 

ſituation ſhe lingered five months; in 
which time opium was tried, but ſoon loſt 
its power, procuring neither ſleep, nor al- 


leviation of pain: thus worn out with 


want of reſt, inceſſant pain, and hectic 
fever, ſhe died. 


* 


CASE 
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CASE IX. 


JA NE BROWN. was admitted a pa- 
tient at the Surrey Diſpenſary in the year 
1782; ſhe got a blow on her breaſt about 
ten years before, which continued to be 
painful for ſome days after the accident. 
The pain was ſucceeded by a hard tumor, 
which had been gradually increaſing for the 
time above-mentioned, (notwithſtanding 
the free uſe of hemlock,) and at the time 
I faw-her, extended from the clavicle to 
the abdomen, and from the ſternum to the 
axilla; the ſkin was puckered, the nipple 
was retracted, and the veins were varicous. 
She had taken a great many medicines, 

under the care and direction of ſome of the 
faculty, and likewiſe had recourſe to 
quacks, and had taken various ſpecific 
noſtrums, but all to no purpoſe. Being 
tired of theſe matters, and meeting with 
Elizabeth Benham' (Cale vi.) who had then 
. been 
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been long recovered from the operation, 
and gave her an account of it; ſhe re- 
ſolved to have her breaſt taken off, I per- 
formed the operation in the preſence of 
Mr. M*Dowell, of Shad Thames, South- 
wark, removing all that was diſeaſed, and 
bringing the edges of the wound into con- 
tact. They were ſoon healed, and ſhe re- 
mains perfectly well ever ſince. The ſize 
of this patient's breaſt was ſo enormous, 
that when the edges of the wound were 
laid in contact, there were ſeveral long and 
deep wrinkles, or furrows in the ſkin of 
the breaſt; but it ſoon contracted, and the 
unhandſome look from a number of looſe 

flabby folds, ſoon went off, and ſhe has 
now the appearance of a uniform round 
plump breaſt, ſo that when ſhe has her 
ſtays ou, a ſtranger cannot diſtinguiſh which 
breaſt has been amputated. 


CASE 
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ns K. 


IN the year 1782, a widow, about fifty 
years of age, aſked my opinion concern- 
ing a hard tumor in her breaſt, ſuppoſed to 
be an occult cancer, which it appeared to 
be on examination, and at that time favour- 
ably circumſtanced for the operation; I 
therefore gave it as my opinion, that no- 
thing elſe would be of the leaſt ſervice, and 
adviſed her to ſubmit to it as ſoon as poſ- 
fible. To this, however, ſhe would not 
then conſent, becauſe her ſurgeon (a gen- 
tleman in very extenſive practice, both in 
ſurgery and midwifery) had aſſured her, 
that her complaint might in all human 
probability, remain dormant and inoffenſive 
for many years; and that if ſne even did 
ſubmit to the operation, the diſeaſe would 
return with more violence than before; 
that he had ſeen *many inſtances of this 
kind, and that it was the opinion of the 
1 learned 
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learned Dr. Monro, that the operation 
would not effect a cure. I told her, that 
notwithſtanding it was then quiet, and 
partly free from pain, yet no perſon could 
pretend to ſay how long it would continue 
ſo; I muſt therefore adviſe her, by all 
means to have it removed in its preſent fa» 
vourable ſtate ; and not wait till ſuch alte- 
ration takes place, as would induce her to 
ſubmit to the operation, when it would be 

more painful, and the proſpect of its prov- 
ing ſucceſsful not ſo great as at preſent ; 
that I could not help differing from the opi- 
nion of Dr. Monro, becauſe my own expe- 
rience, as well as that of others who had 
much practice of this kind, made it appear, 
that the operation performed on proper 
ſubjects, generally proved ſucceſsful, and 
that by far the greater number of thoſe 
who ſubmitted to it in time, enjoyed general 
good health for many years, or as long as 
they lived, without the leaſt appearance of 
a return of the complaint. 


Bur 
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Bur as theſe arguments did not then 
convince or prevail on her to ſubmit to the 
operation, I heard no more of her for ſix 


| weeks, at the end of which time ſhe ſent 


for me. The breaſt was a good deal en- 
creaſed in ſize, her countenance was be- 
come fallow and wan, ſhe had no appetite, 
and complained of intolerable pain ; ſhe 
informed me that the gentleman who had 
firſt ſeen her, deſired her to conſult ano- 
ther ſurgeon, who had given her mercury, 
and ſalivated her ſince I had laſt ſeen her. 
This treatment had produced in this caſe 
(as well as in every other I had ſeen fo 
treated) a manifeſt increaſe of the diſeaſe, 


and all its ſymptoms: ſhe ſubmitted to 


the operation, at which Mr, Charles Mon- 
tague, aud Mr. James Stuart (then my ap- 
prentice) were pretent. She was perfect- 
Jy well ina fortnight. 
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Mxs. ELIZABETH ELLIS, of 
Camberwell, ſent for me in the Spring 


1783, to examine her right breaſt. She 
ſaid all the medical gentlemen that had 


| ſeen it, agreed in the opinion of it's being 
à confirmed cancer. The operation had 


been recommended, but ſhe never could 


make up her mind to ſubmit to ſo horrid 
and painful an operation, which in the 


end might not prove ſucceſsful ; and to 
uſe her own words, this opinion was rivet- 


ted more firmly in. her mind, from the 


ſufferings of a neighbour of her's,, who 
had undergone the operation, under the 


care of one of the firſt ſurgeons in town, 
and gave her a dreadful account of the 


pain. of the operation, as well as the con- 


finement and dreſſings for ſeveral months. 
Theſe conſiderations had determined her 
0 ſuffer the diſeaſe to carry her to the 
big | IL. * 
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grave, until ſhe heard of Mrs. Smith's 
caſe, before-mentioned, on this account, 
(and for other reaſons with which I ſhall 
not trouble the reader) ſhe had retracted 
her former opinion, and ſent for me to 
perform the operation as ſoon as I thought 
proper; ſhe thought exceſſive grief was 
the cauſe of her complaint; for ſoon after 
the death of her huſband ſhe perceived a 
ſmall lump 1n her breaſt, which gradually 
creaſed till the time I ſaw her, it was 
then large and firmly attached to the pec- 
toral muſcle and ribs, and had a large 
eancerous ſore round the nipple, attended 
with lancinating pains piercing through 
the tumor, which was hard, craggy, and 
uneven. She was corpulent and near ſixty 
years of age. I told her that whatever 
might have been the cauſe of her com- 


plaint, it was my opinion that it was 2 


true cancer, and that I feared the had roo 
long deferred having the operation per- 
formed, and that ſhe might not reap any 


advantage from it now, and therefore 


could 
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could not recommend it. Her anſwer 
was, that ſhe was determined to have it 
off, as ſhe could not be worſe after the 
operation than ſhe was then. From her 
preſſing and anxious ſolicitations 1 ſuffered 
her to ſend for the family . Surgeon, Mr: 
Green, of Peckham, who accordingly met 
Mr. Haynes and me next morning. I 
performed the operation, including the 
cancerous ſore in a double inciſion, and 
was obliged to cut away a conſiderable 
portion of the pectoral muſcle and lay two 
of her ribs bare. The edges of the wound 
were brought into contact, they united, 
and the cicatrix was formed in the uſual 
time. Bus v 10.0088 
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Mx. RUM SEY, Surgeon, at Amer- 


ſham, in Buckinghamſhire, had removed 


a ſcirrhous tumor of the breaſt, and dreſſed 
the wound in the uſual way, but never 
could get it to heal. The ulcer encreaſed 


in ſize, and the whole breaſt became diſ- 
eaſed, Some time after in January 1784, 
he ſaw me perform the operation I have 


recommended on a lady in the ſame coun- 
xy, and approving of it, acquainted me, if 


he could prevail on his patient, Mrs. But- 


cher, of Beacon's- field, aged 54, to ſubmit 


to a ſecond operation, he would try my 
method. She conſented, and I aſſiſted at 
the operation, when Mr. Rumſey removed 
the whole breaſt, including a very large 


ulcer (above three inches in breadth) by 
the double inciſion. - The patient being 


corpulent, and the breaſt naturally large, 


there was ſkin ſufficient for the edges to. 


4 be 
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be brought accurately into contact, which 
was accordingly done by Mr. Rumſey, 
with great care and nicety. The parts 
| healed up perfectly, in the uſual time, 
nor has there been the leaſt appearance of 
a return of the complaint, the patient 
having enjoyed a good _. of health ever 
ſince. ; 5 
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Soo after this a widow-lady applied 
to me at the Diſpenſary. Her breaſt had 
been | diſeaſed for ſeveral years, during 
which time ſhe had tried all the medicines 
uſually recommended in ſuch complaints, 
without experiencing any real advantage 
from them. About eight months before 
ſhe applied to me, ſhe had ſubmitted to 
the operation, which was performed in 
the old way by an eminent Surgeon, who 
removed a large cancerous tumor, together 
with an oval piece of ſkin. The wound 
had never healed up; and when I firſt 
ſaw her, there was a foul cancerous ulcer 
about two inches in breadth, exclufive of 
which the whole breaſt was diſeaſed ; 
and, to uſe her own words, was grown 
out much larger than before the firſt ope- 
ration, and much Jarger than the breaſt 
that was not diſeaſed. She, with great 
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_ fortitude of her on accord, ſaid ſhe was 
willing to ſubmit to the operation, per- 
formed according to my method, as ſhe 
had no confidence in medicines. I re- 
moved the whole diſcaſed maſs by the 
double inciſion, brought the edges of the 
wound together, and it healed by the f 
intention; ſhe has continued perfectly well 


ever ſince. Mr. Baxter, Surgeon of the 
Oreſtes frigate, and Mr. * were 
preſent at the operation. | 


——— ————C—————— —_ 
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IN the year 1784, a lady, at the time of 
her menſtrual flux becoming itregular, 
but being otherwiſe in good health, re- 
ceived a blow on her breaſt, a ſmall hard 


lump was formed in the part, to which 


ſhe paid no regard, for a fortnight after 
the accident, when it was about the ſize 
of a wallnut. In the ſpace of three months, 

it increaſed to the ſize of an egg; and at 
the end of three months more, it had in- 
creaſed to double the ſize, or was nearly 
as big as one's fiſt, By this time, the pain 
increaſed conſiderably, and, to uſe her own. 

words, ſhe felt a growing in the part, with 
pains ſhooting to the axilla and ſhoulders, - 


which increaſed with the tumor, till the 


whole breaſt became affected; notwith- 
ſtanding every remedy and application that 
could be thought of, had been tried by re- 
gular | and eminent praQtioners, as well as 
4. K J i 4 by 
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by itinerant pretenders. The general pro- 
greſs of this diſeaſe is ſuch as I have juſt 
now deſcribed ; and ſo far as I have had 
opportunity to obſerve, I am led to believe 


it takes this courſe nineteen times in 
twenty. The lady finding no relief from 
any thing that had been done, much leſs 
any hopes of a radical cure, conſented to 
the operation, which, being applied to for 
that purpoſe, I performed. Mr. Haire, 
Surgeon, at Southminſter in Eſſex, aſſiſted. 
It is neceſſary to obſerve here, concerning 
what happens in many other caſes as well 
as in this, that there were ſome glands 
behind the edge of the pectoral muſcle, 
between it and the axilla, indurated, yet 
very ſmall, being only about the ſize of a 
horſe-bean, all which I carefully removed. 
UNLEss an operator be accuſtomed to 
the feel of ſuch glands, and know where 
to ſearch for them, he might readily paſs 
them over, and ſuppoſe the parts there to 
be Fra ſound, the enlargement of 
4198 9 theſe 
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theſe Bande being very incanfiderable 
The beſt method of ſearching for them, is 
to raiſe the patient's arm, and preſs the 
points of the fingers from the poſterior 
edge of the pectoral muſcle towards the 
axilla, If there be any diſeaſed glands 
they will be found in the courſe of the 
- lymphatics, gradually increaſing and deep» 
er ſeated as they extend into the axilla. 
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A LADY, eee years of age, | 
who had never been married, perceived 
a {welling in her right breaſt, but knew 
no cauſe to which it could be attributed, 
as the part had not been hurt by a blow, 
nor injured by any. external violence. The 
complaint took the uſual courſe deſcribed 
in other caſes, till increaſe of pain and fize 
| obliged her to apply to Mr. Pott, who at 
. * that time (about three years ago) adviſed 
the immediate removal of the diſeaſed part. 
To this ſhe could not then be prevailed on 


to conſent. But at length, ſhe was con- 


vinced of the propriety of his advice, by a 
neighbouring lady at Guildford, who had 
been under the care of the firſt Cancers 
Quack of the preſent time, from whoſe _ 
ſpecious promiſes ſhe was led to expect a 
radical cure in the ſpace of fix months, 
without undergoing any operation. Du- 
ring 
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ring this time, inſtead of receiving any re- 
lief from the various noſtrums and appli- 
cations uſed, her complaint increaſed, till 
at length no hope could be entertained 
from the operation. She lingered a few 
2 months | in dreadful torture, during which 

time the ſent daily to enquire about Miſs 
P.'s health, often requeſting her to come 
to town and have the operation. performed, 
before her caſe became ſo deſperate, that 
ſhe could entertain no hope from it. The 
account of the former lady's ſufferings 
and death induced Miſs P— at length to 
ſubmit to the operation, but not till there 
was a large cancerous ulcer formed. Ap- 
| plication was made to me, to perform the 
operation in this caſe, which I did in the 
prefence of Mr. Crawford, Mr. Getty, 
and ſeveral other gentlemen of the faculty. 
She recovered, and is now in good health, 
without any appearance of a return of che | 
| diſeaſe,” 
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Cas xvi. 


ts March 178 5,3 1 whoſe ſero⸗ 
tum was . ſwelled, applied to 
Mr. Shuter of Southwark. The caſe be⸗ 


ing very curious and extraordinary, Mr, 


Shuter deſired a conſultation, to which 
the patient agreeing, I was called in. On 


the firſt view and examination, it appeared : 
to me to be a double hydrocele, accompa- 


nied with a ſarcocele on one fide, On 


that fide where I ſuppoſed the farcocele, 


there was a foul ulcer on the ſcrotum 


with ragged uneven edges, from which 


appearances we ſuppoſed it to be can- 


cerous. The ſwelling on both ſides of the 


ſcrotum was ſo great, ſo prominent, and 
extended over the os pubis, that the penis 


was quite buried under it, the prepuce of 


which we could hardly get a fight of; 
and when he made water, it dribbled over 
the tumor, and frequently excoriated the 

ſcrotum, 


PF: 
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ſcrotum, which was exceedingly diſtended. 
The tumor being ſo enormous, we could 
not form any clear and certain opinion 
concerning the nature of the caſe and the 
ttue' ſtate of the teſtes. But we apreed, 
that the firſt thing to be done was, to draw 
off the water on both ſides by the trochar, 
in order to examine the ſtate of the teſtes. 
This being done, we found the right teſ- 
ticle under the ulcer (the fide on which 
| we had ſuppoſed the ſarcocele,) to the 
feel, perfectly round, and of a natural 
ſize within the ſack, and that the ulcer. 
was at a conſiderable diſtance from this 
teſticle. On the left fide, where we ſup- 
poſed nothing more than a ſimple hydro- 
cele, the teſticle was ſo diſeaſed; that the 
immediate removal of it was abſolutely ne- 
ceflary. To this the patient conſented, 
and I performed the operation. In diſ- 
ſecting it away, I found an adheſion to 
the ſeptum-ſcroti, through which I was 
. obliged to cut. This produced an inflam- 
mation of the tunica vaginalis of the right 

teſticle, 
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teſticle, which terminated in a radical 
cure of the hydrocele on that fide. The 
ulcer of the ſetotum not proving cans 
cerous, but having been occaſioned by the 
extreme diſtenſion of the part, the irrita- 
tion produced by the urine and rubbing 
of the patient's clothes very ſoon healed; 
ſo that the patient was perfectly well at 
the end of three weeks, reckoning | from 
the A I Fe the e, RPM 
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I FEW. 3 5 abs pea 
caſe, Thomas Bell, of King John's Court, 
Bermondſey, was admitted a patient of 
the Surrey Diſpenſary, under my care. 
His complaint was exactly ſimilar to that 
I have juſt deſcribed. There was a dou- 
ble hydrocele, but not quite ſo large as in 
the former caſe. There was alſo an ulcer 
on the ſcrotum, with ragged edges, ex- 
tremely foul, ſœtid, and painful, in every 
reſpect reſembling a real cancer. From 
the ſucceſsful treatment of the foregoing 
caſe, I could not be at a loſs how to pro- 
ceed in this. Having drawn off the water, 
I found the teſticle under the ulcer per- 
fectly ſound. But that on the other fide 
was ſo diſeaſed that I immediately removed 
it. There was no adheſion to the ſeptum 
ſcroti, as in the former caie: yet an in- 
flammation of the tunica vaginalis. on the 
5 25 he | oppoſite. 


oppoſite ſide took place, and produced a 
radical cure, The ulcer likewiſe ſoon 
healed ; the cauſe which produced it 
(namely a diſtenſion of the ſcrotum) 
having been removed, the effect of courſe 
ceaſed. Mr. Baxter' and Mr. Ellis were 
preſent and aſſiſted me at the operation, 
Our patient has enjoyed an uninterrupted 
ſtate of good health ever ſince. 
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OBSERVATION. 


FROM the foregoing caſes, it is! evi- 
dent, that we cannot always forma clear 
and juſt opinion, either by the appearance, 
or examination of the parts by handling, 
as the teſticle we ſuppoſed diſeaſed proved 
to be ſound, and vice verſa. Many Sur- 
geons truſt too much to the appearance 
and a flight feel or examination of the 
part, and ſuſpect nothing but a ſimple hy- 
drocele, where, by a more accurate exami- 
nation, it might have been diſcovered to 
be complicated with a ſcirrhus or diſeaſed 
teſticle. When we can feel the body of 
the teſticle enlarged in ſize, hard and 
uneven, there can be no doubt that it 1s 
diſeaſed, and in ſuch a ſtate it requires a 
much greater quantity of water to conceal 
it entirely from the touch, than what 
will conceal a found teſticle. But when 
the ſcrotum is ſo exceedingly diſtended 
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with water that the body of the teſticle 
cannot be felt ; the hiſtory of the diſeaſe, 


how it was produced, and the pain attend- 
ing it, and the weight of the part, (weigh- 


ing it in the hand) are the principal rules 


to direct us in forming an opinion of the 


ſtate of the tefticle. If doubts flill re- 


main, the ſafeſt practice is to treat it as à 
ſimple lydrocele, which is attended with 
very little difadvantage, as the Surgeon . 
can proceed to extirpation, if the ſcir» 
rhous or diſeaſed ſtate of the wrden res 
quire it, 5 
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IN the mont h of Odober, 1778 5, the 52 
lowing caſe was ſent by Mr. Robitiſon, 
aſſiſtant to Mr. Jones of Whitchurch, in 
N | 
A oAsE of a ebe of the mamma 
occurred to Mr. Jones above two months 
ago. He had, when in London, about 
fourteen years ago, attended Mr. Elſe, 
who had ſtrongly inſiſted in his lectures 
that there was no cure for thoſe infections, 
and that the operation was only an addi- 
tional pain given to the patient, without 
a probability of ſucceſs. For that very _ 
reaſon he had never ventured to perform the 
operation, But having read your treatiſe 
bn cancers, juſt at the time this caſe oc- 
curred, it induced him to recommend the 
operation, accqrding to your method ; to 
. the patient ſubmitting, he performed 
3 A | | it 
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it with ſueceſs. The tumor was ſituated 
juſt under the nipple, quite indurated, hut 
moveable. She had violent pains in the 
axilla, which extended along her arm. 
She was ſubje& to a violent head-ach, 
with fickneſs and vomiting, particularly 
every morning. She laboured under all 
theſe ſymptoms for ſome months, had 
been in London, and had tried every me- 
dicine in vain. Finding no relief, ſhe re- 
turned to the country, and applied to Mr. 
Jones, who, for the reaſons before men- 
tioned, adviſed and performed the opera- 
tion according to your method. I hope 
it has anſwered his expectations, as the 
ſhooting pain in the axilla has not re- 
turned, and the head-ach and ſickneſs 
have left her in a great degree. Part of 
the pectoral muſcle was diſſected away, 
which was unavoidable, the tumor ad- 
hered ſo ſtrongly to it, yet notwithſtand - 
ing ſhe has perfectly recovered the uſe of 
her arm. As ſhe ſometimes complains of 
2 langinating pain in the part, is ſubject 
FF ta 
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to complaints in her bowels, and her 
eomplexion of a fallow hue, I fear abſorp- 
tion had taken place, by her delaying to 
ſſubmit to the operation in time, Yer 1 
would fondly hope 1 may be miſtaken in 
my ons, | 
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1 HAVE given the „ caſe in 
Mr, Robinſon's own words, from whom 
I have not ſince had any further informa- 
tion of the patient's ſtate of health. Had 

. the (diſeaſe returned, I think he would 


have acquainted me of it. 
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ON the 26th inſtant, while this pam» 
phlet was in the preſs, I received the fol- 


lowing caſe, from Dr. Cheſton, Surgeon 


to the Glouceſter infirmary, and Fellow 


of the Royal Society; a gentleman: as f 
well known in the literary world, as he 1s 
diſtinguiſhed and reſpected in that part of 


the kingdom where he reſides, as the 


moſt eminent practitioner. As the accu- 


racy aid ingenuity with which he has 


ſtated it, render the leaſt alteration unne- 


ceſſary, I give it OY: in his own 
words. | 

i ſpring of 1785, Mrs. M. cons 
ſulted me for a very large, hard, and pain» 
ful tumor in the right breaſt attached to 
the integuments around the nipple, im- 
mediately under which there was a ſuper- 
ficial ulceration about the ſize of a ſhib 


MT <: | ling. 5 
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ling, from whence iſſued a bloody diſ- 
_ in companys * 
As che tumor was perfectly moveahle, 
without the leaſt affection in the axilla, or 
any of the neighbouring glands, and as the 
appeared in the) moſt perfect health, 1 
_ urged the immediate removal of it, as the 
only chance of her avoiding the miſeries 
which then threatened her. It was how- 
ever upwards of three months before ſhe 
could abſolutely determine to ſubmit to 
it; when having fixed on the 27th of 
July, I performed the operation on that 
day, in the preſence of Mr. Naylor, one 
bf the Surgeons to the Glouceſter Infir- 
mary, and of Mr. Browne, a Surgeon of 
very extenſive practice at Minchin-Hamp- 
ton, in whoſe neighbourhood the patient 
lived, and under whoſe care ſhe was to 
continue, 


40 my intention was to attempt the 
vure by the method in which you had 


on nern 1585 
been — began my incifion ſufs 
fciently free, that I might not be confined 


for room, and terminating it ſomewhat i im 
the form of a triangle, included the nipple 


with the whole of the diſeaſed integu- 
ments which ſurrounded it. Being parti 
culatly careful after the extirpation of the 


tumor, to remove every ſuſpicious appears Fa 


ance, the pectoral muſcle was laid bare in 


ſeveral places, from being obliged to carry : 


my diſſection very high up, for the re- 
moval of a kind of condenſed cellular 
membrane, which however was probably 


more the effect of the dragging weight of 
the breaſt, than any communication of 


diſeaſe from the enlarged gland. "Many 


veſſels bled very freely in the courſe of the 


difle&ion, but I did not think | it us; 
to uſe But one ligature. 


* 


SAD FE had naturally a very large breaſt, 


the quantity of the integuments which 
remained was amply ſufficient to give us 
n proſpect of ſucceſs; and ſecuring 

ent 
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them when brought together by ſmall com+ 

prefies of cloth properly ſituated for that 
_ Purpoſe, the whole was confined by a, cir- 

| nh d, as uſual around the 1 ma 


3 my patient on his n 5 
aay afterwards, I had the pleaſure, upon 
removing the dreſſing, of finding the moſt 
promiſing union in every part, unleſs 
| where the ligature was ſuffered to remain. 
And as the ſubſequent: care devolved on 
Mr. Browne, I bad the further fatisfaQion 
of hearing from him, that a ſmall diſ- 
charge continued a few days till the ligature 
threw off, and that the cicatrix was com- 
pletely formed at the end of a fortaight. 7 


Tuus far every circumſtance anſwered; 


I may fay exceeded, my moſt fanguine 


expectations, and ſhe continued perfectly 
well till the middle of January 1786, 
when ſhe caught a ſevere cold, which was 
ſucceeded by a troubleſome cough and 
tightneſs on her breath. About the latter 


end 
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end of this month ſhe found ſome uneaſi - 
neſs in her left breaſt, which upon exa- 
mining attentively, ſhe perceived conſiders 
ably fuller than formerly, and with a 
hardneſs in every reſpe&t ſimilar to the _ 
| complaint in the right. breaſt when in its 
incipient ſtate. Soon afterwards finding 
ſome diſagreeable ſenſations about the 
centre of the part, from whence the indu- 
ration had been extirpated, ſhe there found 


not equalling a Spaniſh nut, and upon a 
more diligent ſearch, a ſmall ſubſtance in 


the right axilla, of which ſhe had never 
had the leaſt previous notice; as well ag 
| ſeveral enlarged glands on each fide the 
neck immediately above the clavicle, 


As ſhe lived at a diſtance from Glous 
ceſter, and had once made a journey to 
conſult me on her alarming ſituation, 
when I happened to be from home; I 
took the opportunity, when viſiting a pas 
tient in the neighbourhood on the 15th : 
inſtant, of calling on en and ud mat- 

ters 
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ters as above deſcribed, the hardneſſes not 
having made much advance of late, but 
| the cough and tightneſs on her breath 
_ occaſionally affecting her ſo much, that 
ſhe could not walk upon level ground 
without great inconvenience, nor up hill 
without a ene ſuffocation. 


— - 4 hs 


Proven my patient is at preſent in 
this unfortunate ſituation, I do not confi- 
der it in the leaſt to militate againſt the 
"mode of operation. When we oppoſe the 
eaſe and expedition of the cure to the im- 
menſe ſize of a wound after the extirpa- 
tion of a tumor which weighed near three 
pounds and a half, and compare it with | 
the pain, time, and diſtrefling _circum- 
ſtances which would neceflarily have at- 
tended a large ulcerated ſurface in the 
uſual mode of operating, the i improvement 
Cannot but recommend itſelf in the 
| get es 


Fas odvnLVEDN_ firſt, that 1 did not ſee 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. M. for ſome time before the day of 


the operation. Upon talking with her im- 
mediately on my arrival at her houſe, I 
found the remains of an eruption on her 


ſkin, which ſhe attributed to a former ſur - 


feit, but which I cauld not help expreſſ- 


ing my fears to the gentlemen in attend- 


ance with me, to ariſe from an unfortunate 
abſorption, which of itſelf might poſſibly 


counteract our ſucceſs, as J had in ſeveral 


| Inſtances ſeen an eriſipelas about the bo- 
ſom, with general effloreſcence, mark that 
circumſtance, and Prove a certain fore · 


runner of impending miſchief and danger. 


This remark I ſubmit to future attention, 


as an object highly worthy of notice ] for : 


though the glands in the neighbourhood 


of a cancerous tumor are often found afs 
fected; without any ſymptom whatever to 
denote the time abſorption took place, yet | 
J have never ſeen the circumſtance above- 
mentioned, without an almoſt immediate 


change for the wotſe in every rea | 
7 enn June 25th, 1786. 11018 


CASE 
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G An XX. - 


| By the earneſt deſire and intreaty of an 
individual, in the agonies of a complaint 
which ſoon after terminated her exiſtence, 
who from painful and terrible experience, 
wiſhed to warn others againſt the like 
fatal deluſion, to which ſhe fell a victim, 
1 have been induced to publiſh the fol- 
aun caſe. 


- In the month of January 1785, Mrs. 
Chidley, late of Chidley Court, Pall Mall, 
having been afflicted with a cancerous 
tumor in her breaſt, came to a reſolution - 
to haye it removed by the knife ; the moſt 
eminent operators in town being of opi- 
nion, that the immediate removal was the 
only method by which ſhe could expect a 
eure, as no external application nor inter- 
nal medicine was likely to produce any 
_ work than a temporary relief. She 
| therefore 
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therefore had made up her mind to ſubmit 
to the operation; when, unfortunately for 
her, ſome officious perſon put into her 
hands one of Dr. Gejfer's hand-bills, 
from which, together with his incompara» 
ble advertiſements in the daily papers, as 
deftly challenging all the Hofpital Surgeons 
in London, ſhe was induced to fend for 
him, thinking there could be no impropris 
ety in hearing what he would ſay. In bis 


| firſt viſit he ſoon removed all her fears, by 
aſſuring her, that he would in a ſhort tuns 
make a perfect cure, without any hacking 


or cutting inſtruments, adding at the ſame 


time with affected aſtoniſhment, 4 What w_ 
„ horrid ignorant butchers they muſt be, who 
with knives, ſaws, and other dreadful in- 


6 Arumentt, disfigure the buman form diuius ? 


Mrs. Chidley was therefore induced (the 


fears of a delicate female being excited by 
the idea of the knife) to put herſelf under 


his care. But in ſpite of all his no/frums 


and mfailible ſpecifics, the tumor with, eve= 
ry concomitant ſymptom, encreaſed. A 
' | length 


1 


%M 
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length he began to apply eſchabeticn; or, 
as he called them, ſtrong drawing plaiſ- 
ters, aſſuring her, if ſhe would take his 
phyſic, have patience and allow him time, 
he would bring away the whole diſeaſed 
maſs by the roots, with his finger and thumb; 
and as the integuments ſloughed away by 
the ® cauſtic applications, it was his uſual 
way to take up a clot or lump with his fin- 
ger and thumb, ſaying, ** dis be van of de 
« roots, me get dem all away in time, me 
66, preſerve dis in ſpirits.” Thus did he at- 
tend- and torture this unhappy patient for 
fourteen months, till the tumor encreaſed to 
Juch an + enormous ſize, as OY be 


4 The bald of all theſe applications is a cauſtic, 3 | 
qrſevical or ſome other kind, which is infinitely more pain- 
ful than the knife, not ſubject to limitation or direction, and 
much more uncertain as to its effects. Surely there is no 
other country, where the ſcum of the creation, utter- 
ly deſtitute of every ſpecies of knowledge, except that of 
impoſing on the credulous, are permitted wich . to 
dommit ſuch devaſtation ! 


I + The circumference meaſured twenty-ſix Inobes, and | 
. OF IRR 


DI. thought 


/ 


- 
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thought credible, every ſymptom becoming 
worſe and the conſtitution being at length 
ſo tainted or affected, that no hope could 
be entertained from the operation. In 
this dreadful ſtate ſhe ſent for Mr. Ireland 
of Pall Mall, who had formerly been her 
Apothecary. He adviſed: her to ſend for 
me, which ſhe did, being then very de- 
firous to undergo the operation. But as I 
could not at that period of the complaint 
entertain the leaſt hope of ſucceſs, I de- 


clined performing it, and was afterwards 


informed that Mr. Pott and others had 
done the ſame, | 
Wok out and emaciated with exceſ- 
five pain and the progreſs of the diſeaſe, 
and become at laſt reſigned to the melan- 
choly proſpect of living but for a few days, 
ſhe thought it her duty to make her caſe 
known to the public, that it might be a 


warning to others, and prevent them from 


being deluded by ſpecious promiſes, and 
in the end not only defrauded of their 
; 1 property 
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property but of their lives alſo. Feeling 
myſelf indiſpenſably bound to comply 
with her wiſhes, moſt humanely and diſ- 
intereſtedly directed to the good of others, 
I have accordingly drawn up this conciſe 
ſketch of her caſe, without entering into 
unneceflary particulars. 

From the account ſhe kept, it appears 
the dreſſings or plaiſters the uſed, of which 
the was forced to be“ frugal, with ſome 
few internal medicines ſhe took, coſt her 
above fifteen ſhillings a week, on an aver- 
age. Of the internal medicines ſhe took, 
| the ſhewed me the remains of a phial of 
ſweet ſpirit of nitre, for which he had the 
conſcience to charge her a guinea. 


Fox ſome time before her diſſolution, 


„Mx. GEILER made her hang up the plaiftery 
(when removed) acroſs a line in the room to dry, and 
by that contrivance applied them repeatedly till perfectly 
worn out. : EE 


the 
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the pain was at times ſo exquiſite, that ſhe 
would ſtart out of bed and run about the 
houſe, up and down. ſtairs, like one fan- 
tic, though the * weight of the tumor 
was ſo great that ſhe had not fitength 
even to fit up, except when ſeized with 
one of theſe fits. The ſmell at laſt was 
ſo offenſive that it could be born only by 
thoſe who had been accuſtomed to it from 
being conſtantly about Mrs. C. It was 
her earneſt with that the publication of 

her miſerable ſituation might prove at 

leaſt fo far uſeful as to prevent ſome 
| Others from being impoſed on /o Jong, tell 
the complaint gains ground fo far, that 
nothing but death can put an end to ſufs_ 
ferings that ſurpaſs all deſcription, 


Tuts may appear an extraordinary caſe, | 
but in this over-grown metropolis there 
are great numbers affected in the fame 


* Tu z diſeaſe after her death being removed, weighed 
ten pounds and three quarters. 


.N 3 manner 
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manner Mrs. C. was originally affected, 
who, by applying to itinerant pretenders 
muſt naturally meet a ſimilar fate. For 
the caſe related is only a plain hiſtory of 
the uſual progreſs of this diſeaſe, when 
improperly treated. And as it conveys 
ſuch important and uſeful information to 
thoſe affected with cancerous complaints, 
I ſhould think myſelf highly culpable in 
withſtanding the impulſe of humanity, 
together with Mrs. C's intreaties to pub- 
liſh it; as it may prove effectual in re- 
ſcuing many out of the hands of illiterate 
quacks, who to the diſgrace of our legiſ- 
lature are ſuffered to ſport with the pro- 
perty and lives of their fellow creatures, 
before they arrive at that dreadful od 
which admits of no hope. 


CASE 
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A young woman, only twenty years 
of age, received a violent blow on her right 
breaſt, by the handle of a pump, in the 
year 1784, and a tumor ſucceeded, con- 


cerning which I was conſulted ; ſhe was 


then bled, took ſome opening medicine, 
and was ordered to live abſtemiouſly. 


A GENERAL enlargement of the whole 


breaſt continued for two months, before 


it began to ſubſide, and then diminiſhed 
about one half its ſize. But a conſiderable 


induration remained, without producing 
much inconvenience, except at intervals, 


when ſhe was afflicted with darting prick» 


ing pains, from which however ſhe exper - 
rienced intermiſſions, ſometimes of two or 


three days, at other times of weeks, 


| Oceasronar, bleedings, a light regis . 


S3 N 3 men, 


- 
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men, an open belly, and the cicuta, was 

the plan which afforded relief, and to 
which ſhe ſtrictly adhered till the ſpring 
of the year 1786 (two years from the 

accident) when an increaſe of- all the fore- 
going ſymptoms very juſtly alarmed her, 


'*I wag again ſent for, when I found the 
diſeaſe had increaſed, the nipple was con- 
tracted, and the ſkin ulcerated, with hard 
uneven edges, from whence fungus ſprouted 
out; her pains were very acute, with lit- 
tle intermiſſion, I then expreſſed my ap- 
preheuſions reſpecting the event of the caſe; 
and recommended the removal of the 
breaſt ; which however was not conſented 

to till ſhe had conſulted ſeveral Surgeons, 
and receiving no encouragement from them, 
ſhe conſented to ſubmit to the operation, 
which I performed in the preſence of Mr. 
Turabull, Surgeon to the Eaſtern Diſpen- 
fary, and Mr. Cummings, of Queen-ſtreet, 
Cheaphide. She recovered in a few days, 


and has had nv complaint ever fince. 
CASE 
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CASE XXII. 


A LADY in Alderſgate-ſtreet, thirty- 
eight years of age, applied to me in the 
Summer, 1786, by the defire of Dr. Jokn 
Sims, on account of a cancer in her breaſt, 


Tux complaint had been of three years 


+ ſtanding, and extended from the breaſt 
into the n 


THE diſeaſe, upon the whole, was ſo 
far advanced, that I recommended the im- 
mediate removal of the part, as the only 
remedy to free her from pain, and fave her 

life. She however would not then con- 
| ſent, and her friends recommended Mr, 


Sharp, under whoſe care ſhe remained two 
months. During this time ſhe had taken 


every medicine that had been known 'of 


uſe in ſuch caſes, and at the ſame time 


N 4 was 
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was under an alterative courſe of mercury, 
but all to no purpoſe. 


SHE took Mr. Pott's opinion, and at 
length conſented to my performing the 
operation, at which Mr. Sharp, and Mr. 
Wheeler the Botaniſt attended. 


TP x diſſection from the breaſt into the 
axilla was tedious and difficult; however 
all the diſeaſed glands were removed, and 
the integuments brought into contact, and 
they united by the Firſt Intention, She 
has experienced no return of the complaint, 


CASE 
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CASE xxm * 


I WAS deſired by Dr. Cooper of Nor- 
folk-ſtreet, to attend a lady in Saint John's 
ſquare. She was corpulent and about 
| forty years of age. There was no doubt 
about the nature of the caſe. It was a 
truly ſcirrhous affection of the breaſt, ar- 
Tived at ſo advanced a ſtate, without any 
known cauſe, that I did not hefitate im- 
mediately to urge the operation, to which 
ſhe would not then conſent ; but during 
the ſpace of more than two months, took 
the opinions of the moſt eminent of the 
profeſſion, and tried various medicines 
without receiving any benefit. At length 
ſne conſented to the operation, and a day 
being appointed Dr. Cooper attended, 
There was nothing particular occurred 
during the operation, after which ſhe was 
put to bed, felt very faint and cold. The 
nurſe gave a cordial, and loaded the bed 

with 
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with clothes, which ſoon encreaſed the 
impetus of the circulation, and a hemor- 
rhage enſued. I was ſent for in a hurry, 
and was under the neceſſity of removing 
the whole of the dreſſings, and a much 
greater quantity of blood, than had been 
Joſt during the operation. The coagulated 
blood being entirely removed, I did not 
think it neceſſary to ſecure any of the veſ- 
. fels that had bled, but dreſſed the patient, 
ſtrictly guarding againſt the repetition of 
every thing ſimilar to what had occaſioned 
the former hemorrhage. Every thing 
went on well, and the lady has enjoyed 
ſuch perfect health, that ſhe has ſince the 
operation preſented her huſband with two 
fine children, * eH4S 


| Dx. Cnursron ſaw this lady in Glou- 
eeſter ſome time after ſhe had recovered 
from the operation and about twelve 
months ago, when he was in London, he 
called to fee her, and expreſſed himſelf 

highly pleaſed with the event, 
CASE 
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CASE XXIV. 


A. B. A poor man in the tin buſineſs, 
of a thin habit and fallow complexion, 


_ forty-twa years of age, was admitted. 3 


patient at the Surrey Diſpenſary, in the 
Autumn, 1967. 


| T HE account which he gave Was, that 


two years before, he perceived an enlarge - 


ment of one of his teſticles. But as it 
gave him little trouble for near a year, 


except ſame darting pains once or twies 
a week, he did not think of applying for 


advice. Soon after this, it had encreaſed 
prodigiouſly in fize, and the pain became 
very acute and frequent, ſo as to prevent 
his having reſt without the aſſiſtance of an 


opiate.—In this ſituation he was admitted 


into one of the firſt hoſpitals in town, 


where he remained ſeveral months, and 
after 


193 


204 OBSERVATIONS 


after different conſultations he was dif. 
charged incurable. 


Ox the feſt view of the diſeaſe, 'S was . 
ſhocked at the appearance of it. In fize it 
was larger than his head, extending from the 
ring in the abdomen all over the pelvis, 
burying the penis and the other teſticle, and 

extending down to the anus; his breeches 
were obliged to be made ſo large to contain 
this huge maſs, that delicacy dictated to this 
poor man the propriety of conſtantly wear- 
ing an apron to cover it. There were 
ulcers on different parts of the tumor. My 
proguoſtic was very unfavourable; which 
the poor fellow ſaid, was no more than he 
expected, and au operation he was deter- 
mined on, if he ſhould die under it: for 
though it afforded a very diſtant hope, 
yet he had no wiſh left but an attempt to 
remove the diſeaſe, and that afterwards he 
would die more contented, that he had 
ſubmitted to every thing that could poſſi· 
bly be done for him. Under theſe cir- 
cumſtances, 


* 
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cumſtances, and being ſo ſtrongly preſſed 
by the poor man, I performed the opera- 
tion, at which. Mr. Gaſelie of the Borough, 
Mr. Day, Mr. Hadley, Mr. Dawſon, and 
Mr. Simpſon attended. —After I laid the 
ſpermatic chord bare, by the firſt ſtroke 
of my knife, it was ſo thickened into the 
abdomen, (but not hardened and knotty 
as in ſcirrhus of the part) that it occurred 
to me that there might be either omentum 
or inteſtine down. This idea rendered 
the remainder of the operation more tedi- 
ous, but the event proved neither to be 
the caſe. It was only an enlargement of 
the chord, probably occaſioned by the 
weight of the diſeaſed maſs. To the 
aſtoniſhment, not only of all who were 
preſent at the operation, but likewiſe of 
all who had ever ſeen this caſe; the 
patient recovered, and enjoys an uninter- 
rupted ſtate of good health- to the P 

moment. 1 4 
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Tur following caſe 1 received from 


Mr. Ingham, Surgeon to the Infirmary at 


Newcaſtle upon Tyne. 


| Newcafile, April 28th, 1787, 
"SS Þ 


APPROVING very highly 


of your method of extirpating difeaſed 
breaſts, and the attendant ſucceſs in ſeve- 


ral caſes, I determined the very firſt oppot- 


tunity to operate in ſuch diſeaſes, accords 
ing tothe plan deſcribed in your publication 
on that ſubject; I therefore on the 2d of 
February laſt removed three painful ſcir- 


rhi in the left mammary gland, each of 


them rather larger than a common-ſized 
cheſnut, by a ſingle inciſion through the 
. | integu- 
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integuments, upwards of five jnches in 
length, diſſecting out the indurated parts 3 
the lips of the wound were then united by 
ſticking plaiſter; and on the fifth day 
from the operation I took off the us te 


and had the ſatisfaction of finding the 
whole completely healed. My patient had 
no complaint after the operation, and ſhe 
continues perfectly well, the breaſt has 
ſcarcely the appearance of having been 


operated upon. In juſtice to your merit 


in communicating ſo important an im- 
provement in Surgery to the world, I ſend 
you the hiſtory of this caſe, and I ſhall 
whenever any thing material on, this ſub- 
ject occurs give you every information in 
my power. | | 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient 
humble rue 
Wm. INGHAM. 


To 
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To the caſes already given, I might 
add. many others received from different 
parts of the kingdom. But this pamphlet 
has already ſo much exceeded the bounds 
I intended, that I am obliged to ſtop here, 


ſuppreſſing many ſucceſsful cafes. This, 


I hope, will be accepted as a ſufficient 
apology, by thoſe gentlemen, who have 
favoured me with caſes, 


THESE two ! have ſelected from a great 


number, it being my wiſh and intention 


not to conceal from the public any one 
that had the leaſt appearance of mn 


ee 


R E- 
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Tt gregwiag raſes are ſelected, bling 
the worſt in which I have operated, and 

ſhewing/at what an advanced ſtate of the 
diſeaſe the' operation may be attended. 

with ſucceſs. Many others might be 
added of milder nature, which of courſe | 
were all ſucceſsful. But thoſe I have 
given ſufficiently prove the advantages of 
the methods of operating I have deſcribed, 
and juſtify the manner in which I have 
ſpoken of them, in the former part of this 

treatiſe. I have given two caſes which 
quickly proved fatal, unn no operation 

Was s performed. 


Tuxs caſes ſhew the propriety of hav- 
ing recourſe to the operation in time. 1 
have likewiſe given an unſucceſsful caſe in 
which I performed the operation, viz. that 
of as Auger; and even from that 

O POT caſe, | 
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caſe, the practicability and advantage of 
uniting the parts by the firſt intention ap- 
pears, which ſucceeded in the ſecond ope- 
ration, as well as in the firſt, though a 
copfiderable portion of the integuments 
was removed by the doubk inciſion: I 
venture to ſay, that this and one other 
fince the firſt edition of this pamphlet, 
are the only unſucceſsful caſes; as the 
other patients are all at this time living, 
and, without exception, free from any 
appearance of a relapſe. 


VUro the whole, I cannot help regard- 
| Ing this immediate union of the parts by 
the firſt intention, and the ſpeedy cĩcatri- 
zation of the wound in ten or twelve days, 
as the two great effects reſulting from 
theſe operations, and the advantages ariſing 
thereftom as invaluable. ' 


Wurz among other good effects 
they have a tendency to prevent a return 
of the diſeaſe, time and experience muft 
deter- 
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determine, This we bags for certain, 
that in the uſual method of amputating 
the breaſt, a wound of a latge ſurface is 
made, which by the application of lint, 
and the ſkin being allowed to retra@, be- 
cornes confiderably larger by the time it is 
Arſt drefſed, thay it was e aſter 
the 1 : 


B#s1»# the greater ſuff-ringy of the 
patient, muck time is loſt in che healing 
up of this wound, generally three months 
or more; in many caſes it never can be 
healed intirely; but when it comes to the 
breadth of 2 filling, ſpreads out afreſhy 
and the diſeaſe returns, of Perhaps 18 

mereby reproduced, 
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My * end: Dr. Sale, one of the pby⸗ | 


ſicians to the lying-in charity, and a moſt 
attentive and. obſervant practitioner, has 
been ſo kind to ſend me the following 
caſe, ſo ſtrongly in favor of the method I 


have laid down, in the paper of the 2d 


vol. of the Memoirs of the Medical So- 
ny Ee 5 7755575 RG 


- * 1 


Ti and hd flowing caſe v were acci- 


1 miſlaid by the printer, and not 


found till it was too late to introduce them 
in their proper place. Their importance, 
however, will juſtify me in adding them 


by way of Appendix, and in ſaying that 
though laſt they are not leaſt. 


DREAA 


, 
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' DEAR S118, 


I HAVE great pleaſure in 
communicating to you the following caſe 
of a ſcirrhous affection of the breaſt, in 
which the treatment you firſt ſuggeſted, 
was uſed with great ſucceſs. In the be- 
ginning of March laſt, Mrs. G. in her 


forty- ſixth year, who menſtruates jirregu- 


larly, applied to me on account of a com- 
plaint in her left breaſt, which was gene- 
rally enlarged to a conſiderable ſize, indu - 
rated, and extremely tender, ſne had ſharp 
ſhooting pains through the ſubſtance of it, 
and the pains extended to the axilla, and 
ſometimes to the other breaſt. I thought 
there was every reaſon to ſuſpect a cancer, 
more eſpecially as ſhe had. been ſenſible of 
enlargement, and uneaſineſs for near two _ 
years. I adviſed four leeches to be applied 
kts the breaſt, and to be repeated every 
| O 3 5 other 
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other day; that it ſhould be covered 
with a folded cloth, frequently wetted 
with aqua lithargyri acetati compoſita ; 
aud that ſhe ſhould take the cicuta in 
powder three times every day, gradually 
increaſing the quantity, till it amounted | 
th one hundred and twenty grains daily x 
OT I een he eel 


| LanztN T purgatives were ndl 
given, the breaſt was ſuſpended and guarded 


from preſſure, and her diet was ſtrictiy 


regulated. In leſs than three weeks, the 
breaſt began to leſſen in its fige, and the 
pain to abate, About this time you were 
deſitrd to ſee her, and recommended her 
perſeyering in the ſame method, All the 
_ complaints gradually leſſened, the breaſt 

is now feduced to its natural ſiae, the 
induratiou is removed, and the is wholly 
fro from pain. Her general health haz - 
not ſuflered in any way from the n 
the hes OT 


Dvning 
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. Dvn1nG the whole of her complaint, 
hs nipple was ſhrivelled and contracted, 
from whence & thin ſanious - diſcharge 
iſſued, which gradually diminiſhed as ſhe 
became better, and entirely ceaſed when 
the was cured, the nipple having rect» | 
vered its natural ſound e 


17 am, 
Dear Sin, 
With great regard, 
Yours ae fene, 
| I. Saying, 
Naher ra, 135 Jul, 178g. 
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wy A MAN about fifty years old was ad- 
mitted a patient at the Surrey Diſpenſary, 
by the recommendation of his maſter, Mr. 
Buckley. of Bermondſey- ſtreet, in January 
1788. 1 


He had a diſeaſed teſticle of the ſcir · 
rhous kind, it was hard and unequal. The 
ſpermatic proceſs was not in a natural 
| ſtate, He had a morbid aſpect, and his 
reſt had been frequently diſturbed by pain, 
for the ſpace of two years. He had been 
- adviſed, during that time, to have it 
removed: but he was averſe to the ope- 
ration. He was put upon a light diet, 

and his belly kept open; the cicuta was 
given, and leeches to the teſticle, three 
times a week. But it being in the winter, 
when they were ſcarce and dear, and the 
patient poor, the young men who attended 
& 14 & 6 ; my 
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my practice, on whom I Sei and 
vrho had ſeen repeated proofs of the good 
effects of topical bleedings, very impru- 
dently bled him largely from the arm, _ 
twice a week, and at intervals they opened _ 
ſmall arteries on the ſcrotum. This eva 8 
cuation removed the complaint, but te 
effect was very alarming. His abdomen 
| and legs ſwelled very much, and he had — 
all the ſymptoms of a droply of the cheſt. > 


2 * CANCERS. 


Up theſe ſymptoms I transferred 
my patient to the care of my colleagues, 
Dr. Dale and Thompſon, from whom 1 

_ afterwards underſtood, that the poor man ..- 
"recovered his health perieAly, ©! 
re] IT may not be deni of 8 f 
that in caſes ſimilar to that juſt recited, 
where the loſs of ſo much blood was ne- 
.ceflary, in order to diſperſe; the tumor, I 
have often found in practice, (particularly 
in a ſcirrhous caſe lately, where Mr. Jones 
of Gracechurch-ſtreet attended with me) 
| * 
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m a e recovers ben e ee 

diſeate, the ſymptomatic or concomitant 
Fmptoms of dropſy OE lapped, 
_ at 2 208 totally vaniſh, 


OBSERVATION 8 


CONCLUSI1O N. 


Tanave y to add, that T hum- 
bly offer the operations 1 have deſcribed 
to the public under no patronage whatever, 
but truſt to the advantages which by 
experience may be found to reſult from 
them. Should they be thought any way 
comducive to the improvement of the 
©hirurgical att, and by being brought into 
general uſe, prove beneficial to my fellow 
_ in diciniſhing pain, greatly - 

n 
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ſhortening confinement, accelerating 'the - 
healing of the part, and thereby adding 
conſiderably to the hopes of a cure; I 
ſhall think myſelf amply recompenſed for 
the trouble taken in drawing up this little 
treatiſe ; and ſhall ever refle& on the time 
employed in this humble attempt as the 
beſt ſpent time of my whole lite, 
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